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Lesson for September 3 in this Issue 


Notes on,Open Letters: 
Should Children Be Taught About Christ’s Death? .. 486 





Ways .of Working in School pate Church. Edited by 


selves. The best alibi we can have is the Lord Jesus 
Christ. An alibi is one who proves that the sus- 
pected person was elsewhere when a wrong was done, 


greatly bless our refraining from defendin, Fong 


for cleansing from sins of ignorance. And on the 
cross our Lord Jesus Christ, paying the penalty of 


that time I had no real anxiety as to the outcome of 
my boy’s illness, for the dear Lord knew just what 
was best for him, and for all of us. ‘The same 
a. — just think of it and of what it means! 


: a ediia Gln IE Ges ae te 4% and therefore could not have committed the wrong. The Sunday School Times has been under the same 

i England After Eight Years. By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Our Lord is ready to show people, all the time, that earthly management for some years, and we think 
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2 2 sd 8 > live but Christ that liveth in us. what it is to have the Lord managing our affairs 
‘All Things New” at Stony Brook ........scscececseeseeee 488 f A thi fail; b 

Little Sermon. By Henry W. Frost, D.D. .......+. 489 - ahh By Cry Weegee may san; bet 

4 ey Se : F ia : God can never fail. He is “the ‘same yesterday, to- 

i The Walls of Jerusalem. By Melvin Grove Kyle, Sins of Ignorance day, and forever,” and all our past experiences of 

D.D., LL.D. cssccecesesecccccscsercceescsevsscceseees sees 489 his blessed sufficiency are but earnests of his un- 
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management” will make every trouble a greater bless- 
ing than we dare ask or think. 
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Lesson Calendar 


and the death of his only Son. If we are troubled 
as to what our own sins of ignorance may have 
been, let us praise God that they are covered by the 
blood of Christ if in thanksgiving and faith we ac- 


the case of divine law. The Continent, of New York, 
highly commends the action of a Philadelphia Meth- 
odist pastor at a dinner party-which he had been 
invited to address. He discovered. that there were 


1. July 2—Ezekiel, the Watchman th Soret 2:1 to 3:2 cept our Lord’s cleansing. jugs of whisky on the tables, and he deliberately 
2. July 9—Daniel Interpreting Nebuchadnez- Sp > ad ‘lai the ae, leaving a Ph for the ae KS 
sien TRA Ns Koniel .2\.. ..--«.andieiecus “6 _,.«o-, Plaining the. reason for his ture, _ onti- 
3. July. 16.— © Handwriting on. the Wail Th Sam nent, under the title “High Time to Get p and 
Te eespanenecs ROOD ins cps esepssersasay Daniel 5 : 1-31 e e Management Leave,” comments approvingly: “Assuredly this is no 
4. July —s and the Lions <rateamesvte Daniel 6 : 1-28 When new- troubles arisé in a Christian’s life, more than any minister of. righteousness. is obliged - 
5- July 30.—The First a in ae Pres what then? For. new testings will arrive,—both . do for the upholding of the law of the land . 
6. August 6—The Temple Rebuilt sad Dedicated ‘ Satan and God see to that. A Christian mother, a minister can afford even the appearance of condoning 
; reader of The Sunday School Times, who passed .such lawlessness.” 


Ezra 3:1 to 6:22 


Book of Esther 


11. September 10.—Teaching the Law of God 
Nehemiah 8 : 1-18 
12. September 17.—The Message of Malachi 
Malachi 3:1 to 4:3 


13. September 24.—Review. The Exile and the Restoration? 








EADING new advertisements is a little like read- 

ing faces when folks are introduced to you. 

Your attitude of welcome depends much upen who 

does the introducing. It is intended that no in- 

’ troduction of an advertiser through The Sunday 
School Times shall be disappointing. 




















The Counterfeit 
By Sarah Elizabeth Sprouse 


XPLAIN away The Book who can, 
What human mind sufficed 
To dream it? No one but a Christ 
Could counterfeit the Christ. 











The Best Alibi 


Let us not be quick to defend ourselves. We all 
know persons who are noted for always having an 
“alibi.” If asked why they did not meet this or 
that responsibility, they are ready with a reason, — 
which is more likely to be an excuse. Let us not 
forget the definition of the old celored preacher 
“An excuse, bredren, am de skin ob de truf stuffed 
wid a lie.” But even when we are unjustly charged 
with a mistake or an oversight, the Lord may wish 
us to keep silent and not defend ourselves. Not 
that this should be a “rule,” for there are no rules 
for the Christian, but always and only the guidance 
of the Word and the Holy Spirit; there may be times 
when the’Lord would have us quietly explain facts 
that seem to be against us. But often the Lord can 


through a time of great trial some years ago in the 


had been here, and the nurse had come, and we knew 
that again we had a very sick boy. I wakened with 
that sickening heartache of grief for a loved one, and 
the realization of the fact~ that perhaps T. might 
go from us,— when my husband said, quietly: ‘We 
have the same management that we had when P. was 
so ill, and the docters and nurse are just incidents 
to the Lord.’ Oh, it comforted me so! And from 


All. right -mindéd _ people 


agree with this. It is “high time to leave” when 


7. August 13.—Esther Saves Her People ... ' 
8. August 20.—The Second Return. from Exile illness of the oldest son of the family was recently man’s law is.being violated; but how few ministers 
: ex Ezra 7:1 to 8:36 tested by the severe illness of a younger son. She there are to-day who are as ‘positive and clean-cut in 
a Pa or Aaa re or Praga titar learned a lesson she passes on to the Editor in protesting against the lawlessness of Modernism 
— a . re ° ? “4 
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by professing Christian teachers and ministers of 
the precious fundamentals of the Christian faith re- 
vealed in God’s Word, is tolerated on every hand 
without notice or protest. Would that Christian min- 
isters everywhere might act as swiftly in open pro- 
test against such lawlessness as this courageous Phila- 
delphia minister did when,a law of the land was 
violated. 


The Walls of the New Jerusalem 


itude of the glories of the New Jerusalem? 

The snow-clad slopes of the Eiger, the 
Moench, and the Jungfrau, shining with inexpres- 
sible glory in the setting sun; the glistening walls 
of the Muir Glacier; the many-colored cliffs and 
bastions enclosing the mighty chasm of the Colorado 
Canyon; none of these, nor all combined, can give 
more than the faintest idea of the superna] glories, 
the divine colorings, the majestic beauty, and the 
satisfying prospects of the Holy City that is to be 
the eternal home of redeemed men and women. 

Our Lord has gone “to prepare a place” for. us. 
The Holy Spirit has left a description of it in the 
twenty-first chapter of Revelation. Frequent study 
of it as thus described would give‘comfort and joy 
to the believer. 

Man’s first home was a garden. His last will be 
a garden-city. “A city is the emblem of associated 
and ordered life’ (Newton). Is the New Jerusalem 
a literal city, or is the description merely: symbolic? 
Many think that all this marvelous word-painting 
is only to set before believers the wonder and glory 
of the spiritual life of the future in eternal union 
with God. But the truth seems to be far otherwise. 
There is here not a word to intimate that the de- 
scription is not to be taken literally. With no hint 
of the symbolic, and remembering the deep word of 
Oettinger, “Corporeity is the end of the ways of 
God,” it seems sheer assumption to say that there 
will be no literal city with walls and gates and streets 
and-mansions for the redeemed. 


Wise earthly eye has ever seen any true simil- 





The frequency of the number twelve in connec- 
tion with this city is remarkable. Twelve is the 
number of governmental perfection and also of man 
in eternal union with God. Seven, the number of 
dispensational perfection, has been frequent hitherto 
in all the Book of Revelation, and it now passes 
away, while the twelve abides. The city of the 
Harlot rested on seven hills, but the New Jerusalem 
has twelve foundations (R. Govett). The security 
of the redeemed and the abidingness of their home 
are perfect. 

A true idea of the walls of the New Jerusalem 
necessitates consideration of the form and dimensions 
of the city itself. The celestial city is revealed as 
fout-square. .The square was a symbol, even among 
the Greeks, of perfection (Plato). Babylon, ac- 
cording to Herodotus, was a square, as were Nine- 
veh and Cirta in North Africa. The New Jerusalem 
seems modeled after the form of a cube, like the 
Holy of Holies in-the Tabernacle and Temple. Some 
scholars think it will be an exact cube, of the same 
length and breadth all the way to its awful summit. 
Others hold the opinion that it will be in the shape 
of a pyramid. Its ample dimensions astonish all 
who consider them. Its. measurement in length, 
breadth, and height is .12,000 stadia, or 1,500 miles, 
in. each direction. It would cover more than two- 
thirds of the United States. Such a city will be 
splendid and glorious beyond all human conception 
to-day. 

It is about this city, 
that the heavenly wall extends. 


immense in all its dimensions, 
Its height is 144 
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cubits, about 216 feet. Some think this is the thick- 
ness of the wall. The height seems very insignificant 
beside the height of the city. But a wall is not 
needed for security, as there are no enemies. Yet 
there is a wall, to complete for us the conception of 
a city utterly secure for all eternity. This wall is 
built of jasper, a stone “wavy with the various colors 
of tthe rainbow” (Seiss), or “green clouded with 
yellow, blue, brown, and white” (Govett). Many 
believe that the ancient jasper was a diamond, be- 
cause it is here called “clear as crystal” (v, 11). 
Modern jasper is opaque, but this is translucent. 
The light of the city is of the same color, as was also 
the appearance of the Almighty on the throne (Rev. 
4:3). Imagine such a wall, massive and glorious, 
shining with all the colors of the rainbow or gleam- 
ing with the brilliancy of the diamond, and resplen- 
dent:as the light of the Holy City and as He who 
sits on the throne! 

This majestic wall, running six thousand miles 
about the august city, is set with twelve gates, three 
on each side, separated by, a distance of five hun- 
dred miles from gate to gate. What mighty portals 
are these and glorious, each one constituted of a 
pearl! The pearl as known to men is very small, 
but precious. How tiny and insignificant it is be- 
side these pearls fashioned into majestic portals and 
gleaming with all-the beauty placed upon_them by 
the direct work of the Anny Sanat Each gate 
bears the name of a tribe of Israel, to reveal the in- 
timate connection of the redeemed of Israel with 
the Holy City, the home as well of the redeemed 
Church. 

The wall has twelve foundations, and they bear 
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. What 
honor association with Christ brings to men! Think 
of the publican and the poor fishermen of Galilee 
exalted to be the foundation of the Church and en- 
nobled in name forever on the foundations of the 
New Jerusalem. 

The relation of the foundations to the wall is not 
clear. Some think the whole foundation underneath 
the wall is divided into twelve sections, each five 
hundred miles long, and each section built of one 
variety of precious stone. Others believe there are 
twelve foundations superimposed upon one another 
and reaching, each of them, the entire length of 
the wall. Each foundation is composed of a stone 
of rare beauty of coloring and exceedingly precious. 
The height of each layer of the massive foundation 
is not told, but the beauty of each and the combined 
effulgence of all must marvelously add to the dazzling 
glory of the city. 

These are the stones of the huge foundations: 


1. Jasper; some think a diamond of a blue color 
may be meant, 

2. Sapphire; a stone of a very deep blue, veined 
with white or spotted with gold (Govett). 

3. Chalcedony ; a transparent quartz stone, usually 
of one uniform color, white or black, or with shades 
of gray, green, or blue. 

4. Emerald; a precious stone of a deep green color. 
This was'the color of the rainbow “round about the 
throne” (Rev. 4: 3). 

5. Sardonyx; “A variety of onyx consisting of 
layers of light-colored chalcedony alternating with 
reddish layers of carnelian or sard” (Standard Dic- 
tionary). 

6. Sardius; probably the carnelian, “translucently 
blood-red.” 

7. Chrysolite; this “golden stone,” as the Greek 
means, is prevailingly “yellowish green and pistachio- 
green of every variety and degree of shade, but al- 
ways with a yellow and gold luster” (Kitto). 

8. Beryl; a stone of a sea-green color. 

9. Topaz; the prevailing color of this\ stone is “a 
wine-yellow of every degree of shade” (Kitto). The 
ancient topaz “appears. to have been pale green” 
(Stuart). 

10. Chrysoprasus; a golden-green stone, “an apple- 
green variety of chalcedony” (Standard Dictionary). 

11, Jacinth; the French form of the Greek hya- 
cinth, “a violet-colored gem, probably a variety of 
amethyst.” 

12. The amethyst is “of a color which seems com- 
posed of a strong blue and deep red.” 


Richard Govett quotes Professor Stuart as saying: 
“In looking over these various classes (of stones), 
we find the first four to be of a green or bluish 
cast; the fifth and sixth, of a red or scarlet; the 
seventh, yellow; the eighth, ninth, and tenth, of dif- 
ferent shades of ‘the lighter green; and the eleventh 
and twelfth, of a scarlet or splendid red. There is 
classification, therefore, in this arrangement; a mix- 
ture not dissimilar to the arrangement in the rain- 
bow, with the exception that it is more complex.” 
Dr. H. B. Swete thinks that the stones are chiefly 
“of four colors, viz.: blue, green, red, and yellow.” 

Govett reasons from the resemblance to the rain- 
bow that here is the key to this structure of the 
wall foundations. In the rainbow are seven colors, 
three primary and four derived. He finds “a de- 
signed resemblance” between the colors of the foun- 
dation stones and those of the rainbow. -“It will be 
noticed that the colors which in the present world 
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are seven, as suited to its passing away, in the future 
world are twelve, which is in harmony with the abid- 
ing. nature of the new world’s city.” Thus the rainbow, 
which was before “a passing sight, has become solid. 
... It is no more a bow, a weapon of wrath; ’tis the 
city’s foundation.” The security of the city is thus 
richly symbolized in this marvelous structure of 
precious stones glorious with all the colors of the 
rainbow. 

One may inquire as to the purpose of describing 
the precious stones of the wall in such detail. Dr. 
Swete says that a key to the most probable answer 
is supplied by Clement of Alexandria. His idea is 
that the varying capacities of men are symbolized 
maa No apostle when used as a foundation 
stone lost his own individuality. “The same is true 
of the entire building; every color, every shade of 
color, every degree of brilliancy is found among the 





Should Children Be Taught 
About Christ’s Death? 


Is it safe to tell young children what the Bible 
teaches about the shedding of Christ’s blood, his 
death, as the only salvation for all of us from sin 
and death? Many modern psychologists say 4t is 
not. There are modern graded lesson helps that in- 
tentionally leave this teaching out for young chil- 
dren. The question is much discussed; and light is 
thrown upon it in an unusual letter from a California 
reader. Her letter was called forth by an article 
in Notes on Open Letters in The Sunday School 
Times of December 31, 1921, “Teaching Children 
about the Blood,” in which books were mentioned 
that give the truth for children as to this. vital part 
of the Gospel. In the next issue of the Times (Jan- 
uary 7, 1922) was an article by a Sunday-school 
teacher on the question, “Can the Child Grasp Deep 
Truth?” and it showed the blessing of teaching young 
children the truth about the death of Christ. 

The California reader writes: 


I read with positive relish Mrs. .Goodenough’s 
characterization [in Notes on Open Letters of De- 
cember 31; coast of the graded lesson “with its 
— as a corrective for a real and desperate 
need.” 

I’ve known little of the graded lessons for Pri- 
mary or Beginners of late years, as I have been 
teaching girls of the teen age, but I struggled with 
those lessons for some time after they were first 
introduced, finally abandoning them fora course 
of my own, 

I found that many of them had not enough re- 
ligion in them to keep them out of the public 
schools, the story of the Cross being conspicuous 
by its absence. Referring this matter to the late 
Dr. James A. Worden, of your city, he wrote me 
that he believed this to be “part of the Devil’s own 
plan to keep the Blood out of present-day teach- 


ing.” 

We are told that the sensibilities of 4ittle chil- 
dren must not be shocked,—as, for instance, in 
the telling of the story of the suffering and‘ death 
of our Lord. 

If little children could be kept from a knowl- 
edge of death, there might be some ground for 
this argument; but since it is one of the realities 
which is early brought to the consciousness of the 
child it seems to me most important that they early 
learn thé story of the resurrection. And how can 
we teach it and omit the other? 

My experience has always borne out my con- 
tention that children who could ask questions which 
the wisest man could not answer were able to re- 
ceive and assimilate fat deeper truths than most 
people gave them credit for. 

The mother of one of my most restless scholars; 
a little lad of scarce five years, said that Edgar 
was deeply impressed with the story of the Cross, 
and the next Sunday he ran joyfully in to tell his 
mother that “Jesus was alive.” 

I cannot believe that any of the soft little nature 
stories offered as substitutes for the real Easter les- 
son could ever be the occasion for the little inci- 
dent with which I close. Mrs. F. J. Cressey, for 
years the Primary teacher of the First Baptist 
Church of Los Angeles, a woman of rare ability 
and consecration, told me the story herself. 

She had in her class a little lad whose uncon- 
verted mother had such a horror of death that 
she would not go into a church for fear of hear- 
ing the subject mentioned. 

After hearing the Easter lesson as taught by 
Mrs. Cressey, the child ran home and bursting into 
the room he cried, “Mother, you need not be 
afraid to die, ’cause Jesus went through the grave 
and left a light behind him.” 

The words gripped the mother and stayed with 
her. Shortly after this a neighbor invited her 
to attend some revival meetings, and she accepted 
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living stones which make up the Ideal City. The 
manifold wisdom of God (Eph. 3:10)” reflécts it- 
self in the saints, but not wholly in any one saint. 
The High Priest alone wears all the colors on his 
breast.” One may add here that the word for mani- 
fold in Ephesians 3:10 is literally many-colored, 
which. itself pictures the infinity of qualities in that 
wisdom of God displayed in redemption. What a 
picture the precious stones give of the wondrous va- 
riety of character and capacity in the inhabitants of 
the New Jerusalem! 

The walls of the New Jerusalem stand thus for 
security, separation, beauty, and majesty. The gates 
are for ingress and egress, a sign of the vast social 
intercommunication of the future, their beauty and 
glory and the state of their angelic warders augment- 
ing the indescribable majesty of the eternal home of 
God and his redeemed, 








the invitation, a thing she would not have done but 
yer the message which had prepared her mind and 
eart. 
One evening her little boy prayed, “Please, God, 
make my mama a Christian, and do it right o 


ick,” 


That night the mother went to the meeting and 
gave her heart to Christ. 


a 


“Because He First —” 


The late Dr. C. I. Scofield, beloved the world 
around for his Bible studies and especially his “Sco- 
field Reference Bible,” had a way of digging dee 
beneath the surface and disclosing to God's chit 
dren unexpected veins of gold hidden there. He 
one time read through in detail a little pamphlet 
written by the Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
on “Perils of the Victorious Life,” and wrote a let- 
ter of comment, part of which was full of unde- 
served encouragement, part of which was in frank 
expression of question or disagreement. One of- his 
comments is so rich in-calling attention to a truth 
that might easily be overlooked, that it is here shared 
with readers of The Sunday School. Times. 

The pamphlet, in a section .on the perils of over- 
confidence and under-confidence, calls attention to the 
fact that “my unbelief and resulting sin do not weaken 
my Lord at all; having confessed that sin and hav- 
ing been cleansed and restored by him, he is just 
as strong, just as omnipotent, as though I had never 
failed. And my victory now, after failure, depends 
wholly upon his sufficient and omnipotent grace, which 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.” 

This of course is blessedly true, and Dr. Scofield 
took no exception to it; but he brings out a comple- 
mentary truth that might be overlooked, and that .is 
wonderfully helpful to remember. He said: 

Is not this the place to point out that it is not 
our confession and cleansing which restores the activ- 
ity of Christ in our behalf, but the sin? If any man 
{Christian man] sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous” (1 John 2:1). It is 
our sin which arouses His activity in our behalf by 
an appeal before the Father based upon His propiti- 
ation. 

Indeed, if we confess at all, it is because of His 
activity in our behalf. “He restoreth my soul” (Psa. 
23 : 3). : 


What a precious truth this is! The lifeguard on 
a bathing beach is watching, watching, and at first 
sign of any distress on the part of those in the water 
some. one of the guard springs forward instantly to 
rescue. And so our Lord Jesus Christ, while on the 
one hand he “ever liveth to make intercession for” 
us (Heb. 7:25), on the other hand (as we see from 
this passage in 1 John), he springs forward, as it were, 
into special —— and advocacy in our behalf i 
we sin. That is why we confess; that is why we are 
cleansed and restored. 

Let us never forget that here, as in all else, God 
makes the first move. “In the beginning God” is 
not only the commencement of the Bible record in 
Genesis 1:1, not only the commencement of the 
created universe, it is also the commencement of 
every Christian life, and it is-the restoration of 
every such life “if any man sin.” “Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins .. . we 
fove him, because he first loved us” (1 John 4: 10, 19). 

Have we learned that “Because he first —” is the 
whole blessed secret of Life? 

And let us praise God that the word in 1 John 
is “if” and not “when.” The Holy Spirit did not per- 
mit John to say, “When any man sin,” but only “if.” 
For we do not need to sin. There is full and suffi- 
cient provision in our Lord Jesus Christ to keep us 
from sinning. In the beginning of that ssame verse 
the apostle writes, “My little children, these things 
write I unto you that ye may not sin.” What a won- 
derful Saviour! 
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| A glimpse of Her Majesty Queen Mary 
at a missionary meeting 


= England After Eight Years 


By the Rev. W. H. 


Griffith Thomas, D.D. 














HE last time I was in England was in Sep- 

I tember, 1914. We left for America on the 

“Lusitania” the very week the battle of the 
Marne had been fought and won. 

How well I remember the Holiness Convention 

at Llandrindod Wells, Wales, which fell during the 

week in August in which war was declared! And 


‘how keenly I recall those fateful days in August, 


1914, when the Germans appeared certain to reach 
Paris! Nor can I easily forget the awe and hush 
which seemed -to fall on the churches in England 
during those early weeks of the war, with the won- 
derful spirit of prayer and hope which marked the 
gatherings of that time. q 

By means of newspapers, magazines, and letters 
from friends I have tried to keep in touch with 
England all these years, though it has not been easy 
to gauge the situation from so great a distance. 
First the war, and then my visit to China in 1920, 
prevented me from going over earlier, and it can 
easily be understood how keenly I looked forward 
to my present visit, if only to enable me to see how 
far things, especially things religious, had been 
changed by the war. 

Only those who live in a far country can appre- 
ciate the joy of a visit to “home, sweet home.” As 
our ship neared Southhampton the familiar, lines in- 
stinctively came to my mind: 


“Breathes there a_man with soul so dead 
Who never to himself hath said, 
‘This is my own, my native land!’” 


And it is natural to say this even though, as in my 
case, I am surrounded with the delightful fellow- 
ship of many valued friends in America. I have 
told my English friends, both through the medium 
of print and in personal conversation, that I wish 
I could convey. to them something of what I feel as 
I recall the intercourse I have enjoyed with American 
Christians during the last few years. I have trav-- 


ieled from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from Can- 


ada to the Southern States, only to find and rejoice 
in “the tie that binds our héarts in Christian love.” 

At the moment of writing I have only been in 
England three weeks, so that it is impossible to do 
awe than pass on a few impressions of these earliest 
lays. 


A Parcel Too Small for Wrapping! 


On my first Sunday morning I went to my old 
church, St. Paul’s, Portman Daisine, London, and 
heard an admirable sermon on the*“homely Chris- 
tian virtue” of “unselfishness” by Dr. Stuart Holden. 
He called attention to the striking fact that the 
word is not found in Scripture, though the thing 
is seen everywhere. The lessons chosen were very 
appropriate (Gen. 13 and Phil. 2:1-13), and the 
theme was forcibly and practically presented. , The 
selfish man was described as “wrapped up” in him- 
self, and it was aptly said that he did not need much 
wrapping, the parcel being so small! 

Dr. Holden announced for that evening a most 
interesting baptism, that of a Chinese gentleman, just 
returning home, and the congregation was invited © 
to be present. Dr. Holden told me the story, which 
deserves to be written in detail as a testimony to 
the providence, truth, and grace of God. I briefly 
summarize it in the hope that later on Dr. Holden 
himself may tell it more fully. This Chinese gen- 
tleman was in England for the purpose of .study 
in connection with his profession, and while walking 
along a London street one day, he realized that he 
had. learned something about practically every phase 
of English life except that of religion, and he 
thought he would like to obtain some conception of 
Christianity before he returned home. 

He thereupon took up a telephone directory and 
saw the name and address of the Chinese Consulate. 
His first thought was to inquire there if they knew 
of some church where he could obtain information. 
But just above, in the directory, he saw the words 
“China Inland Mission,” and one day he went to the 
office to make inquiries. Dr. Holden, who is the 
Home Director, was there and saw at once that the 
man needed some one to read the Bible with him 
and explain its truths. On returning home, Dr. 
Holden mentioned the matter to Mrs. Holden, who 
at once volunteered to read the Bible with this Chi- 
nese gentleman and teach kim. An arrangement was 
soon made, and this led to the man’s conversion, and 
as he was going back to China the very week when 
I saw Dr. Holden, he had asked to be baptized be- 
fore he returned. Who can foretell the influence 
of this gentleman as he returns to his home in China? 

One of the best-known fixtures of English religious 
life is a series of gatherings in London known as 
the “May Meetings,” when most of the societies con- 
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During his three months’ visit to his native land 
this spring and summer, Dr. Thomas has filled 
numerous speaking engagements. He timed his 
trip so as to be able to attend the Keswick Con- 
vention, and in an early issue of The Sunday 
~*-Fool Times there will appear an article from 
him Jescribing “The Keswick Convention To-day.” 
Dr. Thomas, who is accompanied by Mrs. Thomas 
and his daughter, Miss Winnie Thomas, is return- 
ing in time to ae at the Winona Bible Confer- 
ence, which will be in progress August 23-27, and 
he will be open to Bible teaching engagements in 
this country during the and winter. His 
American address is 129 Maplewood Avenue, 
Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa. 








nected with home and foreign work hold their an- 
nual gatherings, to which Christians from all parts 
of the country come. I did not arrive in time for 
the most important of these, which are crowded into 
the first ten days of May, but I had the privilege of 
attending some of the smaller ones. A fine organ- 
ization which did a splendid spiritual work during 
the war is the Soldiers’ Christian Association, which 
stands foursquare for Bible truth, personal work, 
spiritual methods, and holy living. American readers 
will be particularly interested to know how this or- 
ganization came into existence. It was founded by a 
Miss Deacon, sister of one of the most prominent 
Christian men in London, and at the recent meeting 
she told the story of-the beginning of the Associa- 
tion, which was during one of D. L. Moody’s mis- 
sions in London. Miss Deacon gave this interesting 
bit of personal experience: 

“I feel I must tell you that but for one simple 
act of obedience this organization might never have 
existed. I was very young and very shy, and I had 
never wished to have anything to do with work 
among soldiers. As a young worker I went with 
others.of my family to Mr. Moody’s great mission 
on the Thames Embankment. A hae line of red- 
coats —the Guards—came night after night to lis- 
ten to his teaching. They sat right across the great 


hall. One night Mr. Moody, who was a General 


and had all his workers under his control, said to 
me when I was in the choir, ‘Miss Deacon, go down 
and sit in the soldiers’ row and invite them into the 
inquiry room.’ I remember just how I felt in that 
great hall as the meeting was. just about to begin. 
I can see the lights, and the great throng, and that 
row of stalwart Guardsmen. I felt I would rather 
do anything else than go down to them, but it was 
God’s call, and I knew I must obey, so, though I 
hated doing it, I did it.” 


Britain’s Chaplain-General a Personal Worker 


Another speaker at the meeting was Bishop Taylor- 
Smith, the valued Chaplain-General of the British 
Army, whose witness for God in his important posi- 
tion is such a source of thankfulness to Christian 
people. This extract from his address will show 
the character of the man: “There are far better days 
in front of us. We have to lift up our heads, and 
keep them up. I was saying to an officer only the 
other day there is too much apologizing for our 
religion. The result is that our Master is insulted. 
We must be more aggressive and show that we 
are children of the King, whether we are in the 
barrack-room, or the office, or the train, or wherever 
we are, I had a delightful time in the train com- 
ing from Leicester. I prayed as usual for the driver 
and the guard as I got in the train, and prayed that, 
if I had to speak, a word might be given to me. 
man came to clip my ticket. Said I, ‘You have a 
very bright face. Does it come from the inside?’ 

“‘Well, sir, I think so.’ 

“‘Oh, you think it. Now prove to me that you 
are a religious man.’ 

“Well, sir,’ he said, ‘last night as I, was taking 
off my things I looked at my hand, and I said: 
Twenty-seven bones in that hand. I didn’t make it, 
and there must be a God. My little boy had heard 
some talk about the King, and he said to me: What 
is a king? It was rather a difficult question. Then 
he said: What are kings for? Then I had the answer. 
My lad, I said, we are all under a leader or guide, 
and he is linked up with no class, though he rep- 
resents all; he is linked up with no politics, though 
he represents them all. So God is our leader.” 

So the Bishop added he had a long heart-to-heart 
talk with that man on the train. . : 

An interesting illustration of Christianity in daily 
life appeared in the papers here the other day. When 
we landed at Southampton we saw the huge steam- 
ship “Berengaria,” which was being prepared for 
her first voyage across the Atlantic. The vessel is 


919 feet long, and it had to be brought out of the 
iver Tyne to Southampton. The Tyne is one thous- 
and feet wide, but only 960 feet are navigable by a 
vessel of the draught of the “Berenyaria.” It can be 
seen at once that to turn this vessel around in so 
short a space meant real difficulty and danger. To 
those who do not understand the situation, pilots 
seem to be almost always résking their reputation. 
In this case the pilot was a Christian man, Mr. Burn, 
‘nearly seventy years of age. The great liner lay 
right across the river, and without accident she swung 
right round, and with her bows pointed down river 
proceeded to the open sea. Mr. Burn said to a re- 
porter: “I did not feel very anxious. I thought it 
all out and before starting I told the tug-masters 
exactly, what I wanted done. The boat had some 
two feet of water beneath her where she swung.” 
And then he added with delightful simplicity, “I 
spoke to my Father.” 

_Qne of the best-known and most valuable of re- 
ligious organizations in England is the Religious 
Tract Society, which provides Christian literature 
to all missionary societies abroad and to all the 
evangelical churches at home. Every year, as part 
of the May Meeting plans, it has a “Missionary 
Breakfast,” at which missionaries from various parts 
of the world speak. They are only allowed ten 
minutes each, and so all “frills” have perforce to be 
cut out. I have never been at any of these break- 
fasts without the speakers being both interésting and 
“on time.” This year there were several most valu- 
able and enjoyable addresses. 

One missionary, from New Guinea, told of the way 
in which native youths, who had not long emerged 
from savagery, learned in only four months how to 
set up type and print Bibles. The Bible Society at 
home said that’ the work compared favorably with 
that of skilled printers in England, 


Children Who Were Photographed with the Queen 


At the present time, a very remarkable and deeply 
interesting exhibition is being held by the Church 
Missionary Society, entitled “Africa and the East.” 
One of the largest halls in London has been fitted up 
with streets, courts, and stores, illustrating differ- 
ent parts of the missionary world. A Japanese vil- 
lage, a Chinese street, a Bedouin encampment, to- 
ether with other illustrations of missionary work 
in India and Africa are among the features. Then 
there are talks by missionaries, and many other op- 
portunities of becoming acquainted with the actual 
realities of missionary life and service. The day on 
which we went to the exhibition was the occasion 
of a visit from Queen Mary, who spent over an hour 
in looking at the various places of interest. In the 
Japanese village, she was presented with books and 
flowers by four children of missionaries, dressed to 
represent, respectively, an English child, an Indian 
girl, a Chinese boy, and a Japanese girl. When the 
actual presentation was Over, the Queen stood with 
these children to be photographed, by means of a 
perfect forest of .cameras levelled at her by press 
reporters. This photograph was reproduced in the 
newspapers the next day, and undoubtedly proved a 
feature of great attractiveness. It had not fallen 
to our lot to see the Queen before, and as loyal 
Britishers, we were naturally delighted to have such 
a close view, for we were standing very near _ her. 
The fact that the Queen on this occasion showed 
such a deep interest in missionary work has been a 
real testimony for God to the English world, for 
which €hristians here are very thankful. It can be 
easily understood with what feelings we all sang our 
National Anthem (with a slight alteration an by 
some present — “God Save the Queen”), and it was 
particularly touching to hear a company of blind 
Chinese boys who have been brought over from 
Ningpo, play this familiar strain and also several 
well-known sacred melodies. ‘ 

One other matter will be of interest to readers of 
The Sunday School Times. In connection with the 
Keswick Convention a monthly meeting has been 
held in London during the past winter called “The 
‘Keswick Fellowship,” and it is now purpOsed to 
widen this into a general fellowship of prayer for 
Keswick and the various branches of work asso- 
ciated with the convention. All who have been to 
Keswick and are interested in its work and influence 
are invited to become members, and I hope there 
will be not a few of these from the United States. 
Those who use the prayer card of the Victorious ° 
Life Testimony will be particularly interested to 
hear of this new effort to extend the influence of 
intercession for so widely and highly valued a gath- 
ering as the Keswick Convention. ; 

At the last meeting of the Keswick Fellowship 
an address was given by a London clergyman, the 
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Rev. J. Chalmers Lyon, who commenced by quoting 
from a book he had just read, that “the real glory 
of life lies in doing things that cannot be done.” 
This instinctively reminded me of the well-known 
card issued by Rear Admiral McGowan, of the 
United States Navy: “It can’t be done. But here it 
is.” It was very appropriate to sing, from the Kes- 
wick hymn-book, the following lines, which might 
well be included in the next edition of our Victorious 
Life Hymns: ‘ 


“All things are possible to him 

That can in Jesu’s name believe; 
Lord, I no more Thy name blaspheme, 
Thy truth I lovingly receive. 

I can, I do believe in Thee; 

All things are possible to me. 


“’Twas most impossible of all 

That here sin’s reign in me should cease; 
Yet shall it be, I know it shall; 

Jesus, I trust Thy faithfulness! 








“All Things New” at Stony Brook 
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If nothing is too hard for Thee, 

All things are possible to me. 

“Though earth and hell the Word gainsay, 
The Word of God shall never fail; 

The Lord can break sin’s iron sway; 
’Tis certain, though impossible. 

The thing impossible shall be, 

All things are. possible to me. 


“All things are possible to God; 

To Christ, the power of God in manj 
To me when I am all renewed, 

In Christ am fully formed again, 
And from the reign of sin set free,— 
All things are possible to me. 


“AH things are possible to God; 

To Christ, the power of God in me; 
Now shed Thy mighty Self abroad, 
Let me no Iénger live, but Thee; 
Give me this hour in Thee to prove 
The sweet omnipotence of love.” 


Lonpbon. 











Unless ‘‘ all things’’ are ‘‘ new’’ to-day, in the individual Christian's life, that Christian is not ‘‘ having Victory 
to-day.’’ For thé Victorious Life is just Christ himself ; and the Lord never grows old. It was because so many 
found the Lord in his fulness at the Stony Brook Victorious Life Conference last month that they found ‘‘all things 


new.’’ The story of t 


A volume giving the Report of the 1922 Victorious Life Conferences will be 


Conference, begun in last week's issue, is concluded here : the ont will never conclude. 


|, late this autumn 
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in the Stony Brook Assembly, had been asked 

to speak on the Second Coming of Christ. As 
there were sure to be a good many at such a confer- 
ence who knew little or nothing of this precious doc- 
trine and “blessed hope” of the Lord’s return, Dr, 
Ottman was asked to make his message very plain 
and simple. After some introductory remarks b 
fore he took up his great subject, he turned in smil- 
ing helplessness to his audience, telling them that 
he had been asked to “make it plain and simple,” 
and then asked them how one whose heart was 
fairly bursting with the wonder and joy and magni- 
tude of this, marvelous theme could be expected to 
do that! He had won his audience, now, and he 
went on in such a message on Christ’s Coming as 
those who heard him can never forget—till He 
comes. He laid the foundations by a masterly 
massing of the Scriptures from Genesis on. Then 
he told the story of what it was going to mean, — 
our Lord’s actual coming back. One could not take 
notes on this address; the writer started to, and then 
forgot everything but to listen, and to drink in, and 
to praise God. Hearts were bowed very low in the 
dust, and raised very high in the heavenlies, that 
night: as we saw our returning Lord.\ “This hope” 
purified the body of Christ at Stony Brook “as he is 
pure.” And there was continued prayer that we 
might “abide in him; that when he shall appear, we 
may have confidence, and not be ashamed before 
him at his coming.” 

During most of the week an afternoon training class 
was held, conducted by Mr. Dinwiddie, for a thor- 
oOughgoing, practical study of the Christian workers’ 
problems and work. God has singularly blessed these 
studies as conducted by Mr. Dinwiddie at Keswick 
Grove and elsewhere, and they greatly helped per- 
sons at Stony Brook to make a practical appropri- 
ation of what they were receiving. : 

Thursday evening was devoted to the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission. More than once in previous years these 
conferences have been blessed by. the presence and 
testimony of Mr, and Mrs. Ralph C, Norton, and 
this year their thrilling story of God’s work in Bel- 
gium made a profound impression. At the vesper 
service four young people who are entering the work 
in Belgium this summer, under the Nortons, gave 
their testimonies; Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Howard, 
Jr., who were married in June, and who sailed with 
the Nortons for Belgium on July 22; and Mr. and 
Mrs. John C. Winston, sailing a few weeks later. 
The Publisher of The Sunday School Times, Mr. 
Howard, Sr., with his wife, also sailed with the Nor- 
ton party, as he is planning to make a special study 
of the work, the results of which will doubtless be 
forthcoming later in a book and in the columns of 
The Sunday School Times. 

There had been many blessed missionary meetings 
at earlier conferences, but none like the meeting of 
Friday night. It was led by Mrs. Borton, who was 
for %welve years a missionary in India. Half a 
dozen or more missionaries were with her on: the 
platform, and each gave a very brief but very won- 
derful message of. missionary experience. Then four 
of the young people at the conference. who had pre- 
viously volunteered for the foreign field_spoke on why 
they were going; and one wished that critics of mis- 
sions could have seen these strong young men and 
beautiful girls tell, simply and unaffectedly, how the 
Lord had led them to pledge their lives to him for 
the foreign field. After a searching message by Mr. 
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Dinwiddie, an opportunity was given for volunteer- 
ing. There was no emotionalism; there was nothing 
forced; and the meaning of the step was made un- 
mistakably clear. In a quiet time of prayer, eight- 
een young people openly committed their lives to the 
Lord for foreign missions, and two others with the 
understanding that they would go if their parents con- 
sented. Still another eighteen young people gave open 
expression to their readiness to go to the foreign 
field if their Lord should make his will plain to them. 
And. another eighteen arose when those who had 
previously volunteered were called for. These sev- 
eral groups made a total of fifty-six young people 


whose lives are in the Lord’s hands for ‘the Christ-. 


less harvest fields if he will take them there. - As 
they all, with the missionaries, faced the meeting, 
while prayer was offered and joyous hymns of thanks- 
giving were sung, it was easy to realize what a death- 
low had been struck at the hopes and purposes of 
the Adversary, and at the same time how Savagely 
that Adversary will attack those same dedicated lives. 
Will you join in prayer that God shall defeat Satan’s 
every attempt to keep them away from the field to 
which God is calling them, and that God will send 
every one of these lives, if it is his will, into the very 
service that God has planned for them? 

Criticism has sometimes been made of Victorious 
Life Conferences that they have ‘no real objective 
outside of oneself and a personal experience. None 
attending the Stony Brook Conference could ever 
make that mistake and criticism again. From first 
to last the great, unspeakably tragic need of the 
unreached world was kept before the conference, 
while at the same time it was shown that we can 
be of little use to the Lord in reaching the world’s 
needs unless we are “holy, as he is holy.” At the 
end of the week Mr. Dinwiddie set before the con- 
ference the vision that God is giving the Council 
of God’s longing to meet, through holy lives of- his 
children, both the church and the world’s unmet 
needs. This call to enter in, and enter swiftly, the 
task of the church, came with insistent challenge and 
left many in the dust. The threefold work of the 
Victorious Life Testimony, in the holding of con- 
ferences for the bringing of Christians into victory 
and power, for the establishing of Keswick as a 
center for such work and a rest Some for God’s peo- 
ple, and the Pioneer. Mission Agency as a channel 
for bringing before the church ihformation about 
the unreached fields and thrusting out laborers into 
those fields, was made very plain, and God’s call to 
his people to pray and co-operate in this was clear. 

For the first time, an Expectation Meeting was 
held as one of the vesper services. Such a meeting 
had been held in Central America, but not at Stony 
Brook. It was at the end of the week, and testi- 
monies of “expectation” were called for, in which 
those whose lives had been blessed were asked to tell, 
briefly, something of the definite expectations that 
they had as they looked unto God, for his working 
in their own lives or the lives of others after they 
should return home. The many testimonies of ex- 
pectation must have rejoiced the heart of God, and 
many of these were surely registered then and there 
in Heaven with God’s own word, “It shall be done.” 

The week was filled with incidents of God’s super- 
natural working, —his leadings, his convictings, his 
deliverances. ne of the young women, at the be- 
ginning of a forenoon meeting, noticed that a younger 
et who was attending such a conference for the 
rst time was not’ at the meetings. She inquired and 
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learned that the girl was in her room. She believed 
she ought to go for her, and when she did she found 
her willing to ‘come to the meeting. Before that 
meeting had closed the younger girl had given open 
expression to her full surrender of her life to the 
Lord, letting go certain things, as she later said, that 
she had been consciously withholding from the Lord 

In a young men’s prayer group four received Christ 
for the first time as their Saviour, and they and 
many others took him as their Victory. They could 
not keep the blessing to themselves, and went down 
to the village of Stony Brook and invited young men 
to come to the meetings. 

A girl from a worldly home, who had been de- 
voted to dancing and the: usual “amusements” of 
young people of to-day, yotns her life to the Lord, 
and gave a testimony Ore the conference in which 
she told of her purpose to form a prayer group for 
the continuance of these blessings in her home town. 

Two men met together at the end of the evening 
meetings, to talk and pray about a matter that was 
greatly troubling one of them. The other, knowing 
of the snare that Satan had set and had been suc- 
cessfully using, was anticipating a long, difficult time 
of Ssenashe and prayer before deliverance could come. 
They talked quietly about the matter for three or four 
minutes; then they prayed for a few minutes; and 
the deliverance was complete. It was one of those 

acious surprises that God has so often_in store for 

is children. We fear the worst, and God gives us 
his best. 

A young woman at the conference had been through 
a_ sad, terrible testing time in her life. One day, 
alone in-her room, she yielded to the Lord the thing 
that she knew was standing between her and him. 
Then she hungered for human friendship. She” felt 
especially drawn toward one of the girls at the con- 
ference, and she began praying that God would in 
some way bring them together. This other girl, 
knowing nothing of the prayer, began to feel a 
strong drawing toward her, until one night at one 
of the meetings she turned and said to her: “Do you 
know, my heart is so full to overflowing with love 
for you that I cannot help telling you. I do not 
understand it at all, but something has been drawi 
me to you all the week, @nd to-night I just had tote 


you.” The other answered: “Well, I am so glad, for- 


I feel that same way toward you, and I want to tell 
you more about it after the meeting. Can we have 
a few minutes together?” The two girls went off to 
be alone together with the Lord, and the Lord used 
them to help each other in a very definite way.. They 
are continwing in prayer for each other, and are 
praising God for their victory in Christ, 

One of the workers on the grounds, who happens 
to-be a Roman Catholic, said one day to Dr. Carson: 
“The people at this conference certainly do have 
something in their lives that I haven’t got. It begins 
to look to me as though there must be something in 
Protestantism that I don’t know anything about.” 

The blessings at Stony Brook could not be kept 
there, of course; they overflowed that very wee 
A Christian woman who had attended last year’s con- 
ference writes to a friend of a difficulty she had 

een having in loving another woman in her family 
circle. “I could forgive her, or do anything for her, 
but I could not love her.” They she goes on to say: 


“I have looked forward to the Stony Brook Con- 
ference ali this year, and I have hoped all spring that 
it might be possible I could come, but it cannot:be. 
This week [the week of the conference] God showed 
me the hideousness of my own sins, and the won- 
derful grace of Christ that is sufficient for me, and 
for all; and then I saw how Satan had tempted me 
in one way and my relative in another way, and that 
I could not judge another, for all sins were hideous 
in the sight of God; and it seemed easy then to love 
her, not for her sins but for herself.” 


Many received a new vision of “this grace also,” 
the grace of giving, as God has pine D y us, to the 
Lord’s work. God put it on the hearts of many to 
give what they had not supposed they could give for 
the extension of his work in the short time left in 
which we can work. Among the thank offering en- 
velopes the following little note, to which was pin- 
ned a brooch pin, a beautiful triple circlet of gold, 
set with four sapphires and eight pearls. The note 
was signed by a young daughter of a foreign mis- 
sionary : 


“I want to thank Him for all He has done for me 
in this conference. I am sorry I have not the mone 
I would like to give, so I am giving this instead. It 
is very precious to me. May it help some one else 
to get the same blessing that God has given to me.” 

In one of the girls’ prayer groups a young girl said, 
early in the conference, that she felt that she was a 
hypocrite in even going to such a conference. She 
said she could not sing the hymns. After heart- 
searching talks with the woman who was the leader 
of the group, she went off by herself and surrendered 
all to the Lord Jesus Christ. Then she came_back 
to the ome leader and said she wanted to sign a 
certain hymn in her presence It was the hymn God 
has made so blessed to many: 


“Saviour, ’tis a full surrender, 
All I leave to follow thee; 

Thou my Leader and Defender 
From this hour shalt ever be!” 
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Lesson for September 3 
Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 


She wrote out all five verses, and then the chorus: 
“I surrender all! 
I surrender all! 
All I have I bring to Jesus, 
I surrender all.” 


One of the unexpected blessings of the conference 
was the presence of the Rev. . Talbot Hindley, 
Vicar of St. John’s Church, St. John’s Park, Lon- 
don, who is in America for the Bible Conference at 
Montrose and other ministry. His personal fellow- 
ship brought such exceptional blessing to the leaders 
that he was asked to give the Sunday morning mes- 
sage on the closing day, and he gave it in fulness of 
power. His opening words were: “I want to say a 
word first in case there is any one here who has 
never received the receipted bill for all his sins from 
the Saviour.” 

On the closing Sunday afternoon, from three o’clock 
until after six, a stream of testimonies flowed forth 
from grateful hearts, as the “redeemed of the Lord” 
took this opportunity to “say so” (Psa. 107). On, 
and on, and on the testimonies went, until one hun- 
dred and twenty-one persons had told of their bless- 
ings. Then those whose needs were still unmet, or 
who had not been able to recognize as yet that all 
their needs are met in Christ Jesus, were asked to “say 
so,” and a few thus testified and asked for prayer. 
It was a joy to hear several of those same seeking 
children of God testify, before the meeting closed, 
that now they were trusting the Lord Jesus Christ 
for the meeting of their every need, taking his sim- 
ple word for this in quiet faith. ; 

Then those who were thinking of loved ones in 
their own immediate family circle who were yet un- 
saved or unsurrendered, and for whom they were 
praying, were asked to raise their hands. Almost 
every person in the meeting responded; and there 
followed a season of prayer in which God’s promise 
was claimed, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16: 31). 

Sunday night all met to partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. After His own words had been heard again, 
in offering the symbols of his body and blood, and 
He had served as host at His own table, there. was 
a joyous time of farewell as all present formed a 
great circle around the inside walls of the auditorium, 
joining hands, and singing together “Blest Be the Tie 
That Binds,” 


The. greatest, most outstanding blessing of the 
Storiy ‘Brook Conference.seems to have been the rev- 
olutionizing work that the Lord graciousiy did in the 
lives of membérs of the Council, and of speakers, 
and of the Young People’s Auxiliary. It is in such 
lives that the greatest peril would seem to exist, for 
it is so easy to know the theory of blessing and lack 
the blessing because of taking one’s eyes off - 
zeeeeee God did a great and gracious work just 

ere, 

Another outstanding blessing is the fact that, as the 
writer happens to. know, lives that were at Stony 
Brook are praising him more to-day, sincg the confer- 
ence closed, than they were during the conference 
week; praising him for the increase of their bless- 
ings in Christ since they have come back to the daily 
routine, and drudgery, and old and new temptations 
of everyday life. They are learning the truth of the 
Word of God to which one of the speakers called 
attention at an early morning prayer-meeting: “Thus 
saith the Lord, Because the Syrians haye said, The 
Lord is God of the hills, but he is not God of the 
valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great multi- 
tude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord” (1 Kings 20:28). - 

The undefeated, undefeatable Captain of our Sal- 
vation is as able, and as ready, and as faithful, to 
give victory in the valleys as on the hills, 
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Ye shall not add unto the word which I command 
you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that 
ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your 
God which I command you (Deut. 4:2). 


HATEVER else this verse may teach, it is 
certain that it sets forth the truth of verbal 
inspiration. And why should it not? Is.this sort 
of inspiration a bogy with which to frighten children, 
not to speak of older persons? Is it not rather a 
great comforting, strengthening truth, in which both 
young and old may heartily rejoice? What good 
would the Bible be to any one of us if it were not 
inspired? And what good would an inspired Bible be 
if the infinite God had furnished thoughts and then 
had left to mere finite men the difficult task of put- 
ting these into words? Man’s need is nothing less 
than this, to have the assurance that somewhere he 
may find perfect thoughts perfectly expressed; and 
this assurance may only be found when there has 
been divine superintendence over both thoughts and 
words. The Bible, from first to last, answers this 
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description. Here Wwe have, in the highest possible 
measure, divine perfection; first in the thoughts, 
and then in the words which convey the meaning 


- of these thoughts. 


With such conclusions before us, we can readily 
understand why God so often commands men not 
to meddle with the Scripture, either by adding to 
it or taking from it. To Him its every word is pure 
and settled in heaven. To somet, therefore, with a 
Word so constituted and established is sacrilege, so 
much so, that doing this calls for judgment and 
punishment. Eve began this sin of altering God’s 
phraseology by adding to it (Gen. 2:17 with 3:3), 
and we know only too well what this led to, both on 
her part and God’s. And this sin ‘of changing di- 
vine phraseology has gone on increasingly even to 
the present time, until there is a long record of ter- 
rible spiritual wreckage, both in individual and na- 
tional life, lying behind us; and God only knows 
how much of the same is lying before us. We ad- 
mit that God’s thoughts are supremely important. 
But it is clear that the words which convey his 
thoughts are also supremely important. To change 
the one, therefore, is to do the same with the other; 
and doing the one and the other is to call down from 
heaven God’s anathema. It is well for us to re- 
member that Revelation 22:19 is. still in the Bible: 
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“If any man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, 
and from the things which are written in this book.” 

It is because God had this high esteem for that 

ttion of the Word which had then been given, and 
yecause he feared apat Israel, undeliberately or de- 
liberately, would take from its holy wording and 
meaning, that he spoke as he did. Putting his thought 
into the form of a commandment, he wholly forbade 
the people to change in any particular the holy writ- 
ings. To alter their words would be to destroy the 
thought; to alter their thought would be to destroy 
the sense; and to alter their sense would be to de- 
stroy everything. Therefore, the Word was to stand 
intact, just as it had been given and just as it then 
was. Bringing this to pass would be the people’s 
safety and prosperity. And thus, and thus only, 
would they be able to keep to the full God’s sacred 
commandments. 

The modernist is supposed to be —as he is —one 
who takes from or adds to the Word of God. But 
there are. modernists and modernists. Let us be 
modernists of this kind: persons who, in these mod- 
ern days of ours, will reverently hold and _ persist- 
ently keep, the ever modern Word of God. 

PRINCETON, N. J. 
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said the Psalmist (Psa. 48:12). There is 
really no other way to understand the city 
than that somebody should do this, 

This is a study of the walls of Jerusalem and of 
Jerusalem from the walls; not a technical study, but 
a popular study. I am not going to enter into a 
minute discussion of disputed points about spots, 
but rather show the configuration of the ground 
and the location of the walls of the city for the 
general reader, that. he may be able.to visualize the 
whole city atthe various times of changes in its 
appearance. I will not give an account of the walls 
to be followed by maps and diagrams, but one p 
be etched on the imagination, so as to abide. Indeed, 
the only really effective map is the one which imagin- 
ation makes on the mind. We never really know 

eography until we know it as we know the old 
arm or the old home town. 

There are manifestly two methods of studying 
the walls of Jerusalem. The chronological method 
follows down the stream of time, beginning with 
the Jebusite city which David took, and ending with 
Jerusalem of to-day. The archeological method be- 
gins with the city as it lies on the surface to-day 
and works down through the accumulated débris 
to the foundation in the earliest times: it is in effect 
a study of the remains of the walls in the various 
ages during which the city has existed. The work 
of discovery of the truth about the walls must, 
naturally, follow the archeological method, beginaing 
on the surface and working down; but the telling o 
the story here and now will best be done by the chron- 
ological method, beginning at the beginning in time 
and working down the stream of time to the present. 

We must take into account, consciously or un- 
consciously, some principles that guide men in mak- 
ing city walls. The walls of a city could never be 
planned, as people plan the houses, merely to suit 
their taste and their convenience. The character 
and location of the walls of any fortified city de- 
pend primarily absolutely upon the topography of 
the city. 

If the city be in a flat plain, the walls simply en- 
close as much space as is desired, and may, in that 
case, conform largely to the taste and convenience 
of the people. If the wall be along a declivity that 
falls away from the city, it must be at the top of 
it, exactly at the edge, so that an enemy may not 
have a footing on the outside of the wall and the 
defenders may have ample room to move about On 
the inside, which they could not have if the wall 
was part way down the declivity. 

If the city be built upon uneven ground covering 
hills and valleys and level ground, then the location 
of the walls will be affected by several considera- 
tions. If a hill rises up near the place where it is 
desired to run the wall leaving the hill on the out- 
side, then the wall must keep far back from the 
hill, else an enemy could stand on the hill and 
shoot over the wall. The hill would in that case 
be a higher wall just outside the city wall! If the 
wall be carried up on such a hill at all, it must go 
to the top and far enough beyond the top to give 
the defenders a footing on the level inside the wall. 
No city engineer in his right senses would ever 
build a city wall immediately at the foot of a hill 
that was on the outside of the city, nor part way up 
the side of such a hill, nor exactly at the top of it. 
Modern real estate enterprise wishes to take in 


“Wait about Zion, and go round about her,” 


everything that will make a profitable “addition” to 
a town; ancients who were building walls for de- 
fense did not consult the interests of rea] estate 
speculators. | 

Then, where there is a large defensible site and 
also a smaller one, the smaller one will be occupied 
and walled in first for immediate defense, and the 
larger one when the growth of the city demands it. 
So hills within a city are a defense, hills imme- 
diately round about a city are a menace; thus wall- 
ing in a valley is a waste of energy. So then it will 
be perfectly apparent that hills within a city may 
be walled round about; valleys not. Where a valley, 
especially a narrow valley, runs through a city, and 
walls, or the ruins of oe. are found on both sides 
of it, that is, a valley is found to have been walled 
in, it is evident that these walls have been built 
successively and intended to wall in the hills and ‘not 
the valleys. Thus two walls along a valley always 
record progressive history. The problem then is to 
discover which hill, on either side of the valley, was 
the original site of the city, and which the addition 
that made the city larger. 

Then the beginning of a walled city will always 
include the good water supply of the community with 
immediate access to it. Thirst is more imperative 
than hunger. Food can be produced in many places; 
water cannot be produced at all, but can only be 
found and procured. A perennial water supply is 
a most welcome advantage, and one not in any case . 
to be neglected. 

As Jerusalem is a city built upon very uneven 
ground in a region of few springs, and character- 
ized by strikingly picturesque topography, these prin- 
ciples concerning walls, hills, valleys, and water supply 
will be guiding us every moment of our study of 
the walls. 

“Zion beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole 
earth, on the sides of the north.” 

Starting with the bare hills and valleys of the city 
of Jerusalem, let us see how we would expect it to 
be begun, walled about, and expanded; then how, in 
fact, it was begun, walled about, and expanded. 

The site of Jerusalem has been well likened to a 
giant right hand fist and wrist thrust into a glove 
of valleys to the southeast. The right hand fist 
placed on the table from northwest to southeast 
wiil give a real ready-to-hand model of the site on 
which the city of Jerusalem is built. The mass of 
the fist is the great western hill now called Zion.- 
The deep valley of Hinnom is on the west and south 
sides at the bottom of the precipitous sides of Zion. 

The thumb of the hand laid a little curved along- 
side of the mass of the fist is the smaller, lower, 
eastern mountain, Moriah. The first joint of the 
thumb represents the site of the Jebusite citadel 
which David took, and the second joint, the site 
of the temple of Solomon. The valley of the brook 
Kidron is on the east side of the thumb. And the 
two valleys, Hinnom and Kidron, join immediately 
below the site of the city deep down at the foot 
of both hills. Beyond these two valleys lie the 
“mountains round about Jerusalem,” yet tar enougn 
removed to be not a menace, but a defense in ancient 
warfare. 

If another look is taken at the closed fist, it will 
be observed that there is an open space between the 
thumb and the mass of the fist. This open space 
represents the Tyropoeon valley, which runs deeply 
right down through the city between the great hill 
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Zion on the west, and the smaller hill Moriah on 
the east. Successive destructions of the city and 
the buildings of the present city erected on the top of 
the ruins of past cities have so filled up this valley 
that during most of its extent it seems but a slight 
depression in a general view of the city. This 
Tyropoeon valley comes out below the city just 
hers the Kidron valley meets the valley of Hinnom, 

In addition to this great central valley, the Tyro- 
poeon, there was a lateral ew on each side run- 
ning into the central valley nearly at right angles to 
it. If we imagine a deep gash across the fist from 
where the thumb joins the hand to the other side of 
the wrist below the wristbone that projects to the 
right side of the wrist, we have an exact representa- 
tion of the valley that came down into the Tyropoeon 
from the northwest. A small gash, not so deep, from 
the wrist across the thumb, would represent another 
valley that cut across the smaller eastern hill into 
the Tyropoeon valley a little farther up than the 
western valley. Both these valleys are also almost 
completely filled with débris of ruined cities. _ 

The only spring of water from these hills and 
valleys, a strong good one, comes Out on the eastern 
side of the smaller eastern hill represented by the 
thumb, just under the first joint of the thumb, Thus 
it was just under the old Jebusite citadel which 
David took. I went recently down the long steep 
flight of steps to the Virgin’s Fountain, as it is now 
called. A rushing flood of clear, sparkling water, 
enough to supply a city according to ancient Oriental 
ideas of water supply, runs away, doing little more 
to-day than water some vegetable gardens, the King’s 
Gardens of old. Some of the people in the neighbor- 
hood drink the water, but it is considered to be pol- 
luted by seeping sewage. 

If now a city be built upon this site, what should 
we expect in accordance with the principles already 
stated? Certainly we should expect the smaller east- 
ern hill to be occupied and walled first, and, of the 
various parts of that hill, we should expect the smaller, 
lower part, represented by the first joint of the thumb 
and having immediately underneath it the great 
spring, to be the first to be fortified. A wall will 
be run around this hill at the foot of the hill on the 
western side and along the top of the precipice on 
the eastern side, or, where practicable, use the preci- 
pice itself as a wall. Historically, this is exactly 
what happened, as established by various excavations, 
especially those by: Bliss and Dickey, and a later ex- 
amination by Captain Parker. 

As the city grows we should expect it to grow up 
the eastern ridge extending the defending wall by 
projecting the side lines and adding a new north 
wall farther back. This, also, was certainly done in 
the days of David and Solomon, and the temple 
built upon the top of Moriah, represented’ in our 
model by the second joint of the thumb. 

When the whole of the eastern hill has been oc- 
cupied up to the lateral valley running across to the 
valley of the Kidron, we should expect the’city to be 
extended by occupation of the great western hill, 


represented by the mass of the fist. A wall would. 


first be run along the south side of the lateral valley 
that runs from the Tyropoeon across the wrist to the 
northwest (a ridge now actually crosses the Tyropoeon 
valley at this point and a street is on the top), then 
along the west and south sides of the great hill, the 
mass of the fist, keeping near the edge of the pre- 
cipitous side on the south, thus utilizing the preci- 
pice as a natural wall of protection on that side. 
Here also the expected is exactly the thing that hap- 
pened in the days of Hezekiah, ‘though probably be- 
gun before that time. The discovery by Maundsley 
of the rock, scarped to constitute a wall, now in the 
garden of the Bishop Gobat School, and the further 
discovery of the line of the old wall starting down 
the hill near the precipice and coming out again be- 
low at the end of the precipice, establishes beyond 
question that, what should be expected here is exactly 
what took place. One may yet go into the old tunnel 
of the excavators, as I have done, and put his hand 
upon the wall of Hezekiah. 

On the eastern side of this great hill, in the 
Tyropoeon valley, that is, between the thumb and 
fist in our model, a strange thing may be expected. 
The wall already there is on the eastern side of the 
valley. It would not at all protect the great western 
hill now brought into the city. If an enemy could 
gain access to the valley, the whole western hill 
would then be exposed. So we may expect a second 
wall running along the western side of the valley 
near the foot of the great hill. Thus the valley 
will become walled in, not intentionally, for valleys 
are not walled in intentionally, but by the succes- 
sive walls to fortify the two opposite hills. 
Once again the expected happens, as established by 
the traces of this wall on the western side of the 
Tyropoeon valley found by Professor Petrie in his 
excavations near the Pool of Siloam. 

Last of all, when the city grows to still greater 
dimensions and so must have more fortified room, 
the only immediately accessible territory lies to the 
north and northwest, back toward the wrist from the 
fist and the thumb. The city must now push across 
both those lateral valleys running out on either side 
of the Tyropoeon valley, to the west and to the 
east. - Additional walls must be erected to enclose and 
protect these new parts of the city... Now let us 
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recall that the wrist has a bone gesereth to the 
right; so has the city, if we may keep the figure of 
speech, a high hill rising to the north of the lateral 
valley running from the Tyropoeon valley to the 
northwest. A new wall to enclose the extension of 
the city in“this direction must either keep far back 
from this hill toward the old city, so that enemies 
cannot stand on the hill and shoot over the wall, or 
it must be carried up,the hili to the top and beyond 
the top far enough to give good fvoting to defenders 
inside the well. But it cannot be put far back toward 
the old city; a very little advance in that direction 
would put it into the valley. We must expect the 
new wall, then, to be carried up over the top of the 
hill, and so around toward the east to enclose the 
new portion of the city in this quarter. 

Last of all we are again to see that this that should 
be expected is precisely what took place as far as 
known, and the one great problem, the site of the 
eoeuennien, may safely be solved in part by the same 
acts. 

When it became necessary still more to enlarge 
the space within the walls there was done the only 
thing that remained to be done; the wall was pushed 
back to the north, onto the wrist of the fist in our 
model, and then swept around to the northeast past 
what is now known as the Damascus gate. . An arch 
of the old wall is still to be seen under the gate- 
way at that point. The later wall has been built into 
the top of it. Did this old wall of enlargement keep 
to the foot of the hill on the northwest, represented 
by the wristbone reves to the right, or did it 

o up to the top of that hill? The site of the Holy 
Sepulchre is that got unsolved problem to which 
I have referred. or the sentiment of many pious 
people that clusters about what is known as Gor- 
don’s Calvary, one may have the utmost reverence; 
for the absurdities that are announced there as facts 
to sustain the identification, the well-informed arch- 
eologist can have no more than an indulgent smile. 
The whole question of the actual location of the 
Holy Sepulchre is involved in this question of the 
location of the walls. : 

The place of the crucifixion and the sepulchre 
were outside the walls of the city; where was the 
wall on this north side? The church of the Holy 
Sepulchre is claimed as the site of the sepulchre; if 
so, it must have been outside the wall—then. But 
it is immediately at the foot of.this hill to the north- 
west, represented by the protruding wristbone. The 
top of the dome:of the church rises two hundred and 
fifty feet, and is about on a level with the top of 
the hill. Thus there was a steep rise at that point. 
No city engineer would build a wall at the foot of 
such a hill; else an enemy would stand on the hill 
and shoot over the wall into the city. The wall at 
this point could not be set back far enough toward 
the old city to avoid this danger without coming 
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into the lateral watey and to the wall on the south 
side of that valley. new enclosing wall is hot built, 
except it enclose enone space to warrant building it. 
The wall could not have been at the foot of this 
hil] to the northwest, but must have been carried up 
to the top of it, and thence around to the northeast 
past the Damascus gate. Thus the site of the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre is impossible for the crucifix- 
ion and the tomb. An arch some distance to the 
west of the church has been found which was prob- 
ably a part of this enclosing wall whose location 
we seek. The line of that wall is not likely ever to 
be determined with exactness until complete ex- 
amination of-the ground is possible. It is said some 
heartless archeologists wished the present city might 
be destroyed in the great war, so that such complete 
examination of the old foundations might be made! 

It is now easy to visualize the city at the various 
stages of its history. . Within the present city walls 
on the north lies almost exactly the territory of the 
city of the Roman times, unless another wall. ran far 
away to the north, as some think. The city of Heze- 
kiah omitted that portion enclosed by this last wall 
which I have described, running by the Damascus 
gate, and in addition to the south enclosed all the 
great west hill known as Zion and the fields below 
the present city wall down to the valleys of Hinnom 
and the Kidron, represented in our model by the 
front of the fist and the thumb. The city of David 
occupied only such portion of these lower slopes now 
given over to fields as lay on the smaller eastern hill, 
represented by the first joint of the thumb. 

have presented the facts of the topography of 

Jerusalem as now seen, and have visualized the city 
in accordance with these facts. But are the facts 
as now seen trustworthy? Dr. George Adam Smith, 
in his great work on Jerusalem, thinks not. He con- 
stantly warns against the danger of misplacement of 
hills and moving of springs and water-courses. by 
the agency of earthquakes. It is difficult to under- 
stand how this careful observer could have been 
disturbed by such an apprehension. There have 
been many earthquakes in Palestine, but there is no 
evidence of serious misplacement of strata or any- 
thing more than surface disturbances. There are 
hundreds of old cisterns about Jerusalem, some from 
the very early times, that still hold water. The-great 
quarries underneath Jerusalem, known as Solomon’s 
uarries; are unsupported by any artificial means, 
though there are very. wide chambers... Any .seri- 
ous disturbance of strata, enough.to change hills.and 
water sources and courses, would. certainly: have 
broken these cisterns hopelessly and have caused the 
roof of this quarry to collapse. Thus there is noth- 
ing to cast any doubt upon the truthworthiness of the 
facts of the topography -of Jerusalem as they appear 
to-day. 

PHILADELPHIA. 








As one “‘ itinerates’’ in conspicuous 
** toothpicks”’ 


B. G. M. Work, Through Tortoise-shell Rims! 


By Elsie M. Hopkins 




















Sailing on the Lapland, of the Red Star Line, from New York, on July 22, along with Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. 
Norton, Directors of the Belgian Gospel Mission, were Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Howard, Sr., and Mr. and Mrs. 
Philip E. Howard, Jr. The elder Howards are members of the American Council of the Mission, and Mr. Howard 
will be writing of this visit after his return. The younger Mr. Howard and his bride, who was Miss Katharine 
Gillingham, of Germantown, Pa., will join the regular staff of workers in Belgium, and perhaps by this time 


are seeing the 


igian work just as Miss Hopkins here helps us all to see it through her tortoise shell glasses, for 


cablegrams have told of the safe arrival of the Lapland party. Gifts for this work may be sent to Charles ° 
G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


below the famous old bridge at Namur, two 

American workers encountered a group of 
children. Accustomed as they have become to wooden 
shoes, there is still sOmething quaint about them, 
and they smiled as they heard the clack-clack of 
little feet in heavy “sabots.” They gave every yOung- 
ster a leaflet to read and take home, and, as they 
passed on, they discovered that the wooden shoes 
were not the only ones receiving notice, for one 
girlie whispered awesomely to her companion: “Look 
at the pointed shoes!” 

There are two things which mark your countrymen 
abroad, before they speak one sentence, the accent 
of which would stamp them. These two things are 
pointed shoes and tortoise-shell glasses! The one 
who will now conduct you to take a peep into some 
corners where the work of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion is being done, has shed the one distinguishing 
mark and now walks in a comfortable pair of round- 
toed boots. Tortoise shell spectacles remain, and if 
you would like to borrow them a few minutes and 
look out through the “eyes” of this worker you may. 

It is six o’clock on the Sunday evening, and as you 
walk down hill toward town on your way to 31! 
Boulevard Bisschoffsheim, you find the streets full 
of people on their Sunday family promenade. Many 
of them will accept a tract or.a Gospel with a smil- 
ing “Merci!” Arriving at the hall. you. find Pastor 


Wrziow tte up the staircase from the landing, 


Walti and a handful of others descending from an 
upper rocm where they have been asking God for his 
presence and pre-eminence in the meeting about to 
commence. The hall is already well filled. There is 
song, prayer, a Gospel sermon, and ‘an invitation to 
any seeker to come into the pastor’s study, and talk 
about his soul’s salvation. 

The announcements reveal that this self-governing 
and self-disciplining assembly is far from dead. To- 
morrow evening there will be a meeting of the Blue 
Cross, the Belgian temperance sOciety, which is as 
well a thoroughly Christian organization; Tuesday 
evening a prayer-meeting; Wednesday a Boys’ Club; 
Thursday, the Semeuses, the girls’ “Sowers” mis- 
sionary meeting; Friday, a general Bible class. 

At a baptismal service following, all but one of 
the nine baptized have found the Lord Jesus since 
the founding of the Belgian work. There are two 
young sisters and their chum; there is a mother and 
her two daughters who have come in from the 
Province just for this occasion; there is a-dear old 
saint of seventy years or more; the joyous-faced 
wife of the Mission’s business manager, who is the 
exception, having been converted with her husband 
in England. 

One young woman stands alone with her Lord, 
as she takes this step. Her family would absolutely 
prevent it, if they knew what she is doing. They 
already know her. stand, and there is not a little 








- coffee cake. 


Lesson for September 3 
Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 


for her to bear. Another who is a nurse has had 
to serve all day at her hospital in order to be away 
this extra evening, and she must now hurry back 
to her ward and serve again to-night. Satan knows 
how to make such a privilege cost. The service is 
over and you slip out quietly. : . 

You are on your way home now with one of 
these new converts and her husband. She is very 
happy. Her husband tells you of a man who was 
resent whom he had greeted, and who told him of 

is conversion in these Sunday meetings a short 
while ago. He received a tract in the street, and 
came to the meéting. His conscience was pricked, 
but he knew acceptance of Christ would mean chang- 
ing his life. He went out determined to get rid 
of this uncomfortable feeling and never to go back 
there again! But somehow his feet seemed to go 
of their own volition in that direction Sunday after 
Sunday, while the guilty feeling kept increasing. 
Finally one night he found himself at the door of 
the hall and heard them singing inside. He says it is 
as if some one took his arm with a strong grasp and 

t him inside the door. He did not want to go in. 

ut he did. And as he passed through the doorway 
there was another case of “O Galilean, thou hast 
conquered.” He knew he was vanquished, and be- 
fore he left he was a love-slave of Jesus Christ. 


To-morrow, Monday, is rest day. So come to 
headquarters at ten o’clock sharp on Tuesday morn- 
ing unless you would like to spend part of to-morrow 
seeing more. Yes? Well! We will go apne 
Perhaps we will go to Madame X’s. They are well- 
to-do people with a lovely home. There you have 
tea from thin china cups. Or you go to Madame 
M’s. Mr. M. is a worker. They live in a little 
place away up under the sky at the top of the build- 
ing. Here you will have black coffee in a thick cup, 
and delicious bread and jelly, or perhaps a patisserie 
Here, too, there are a small boy and girl 
to tell a story to, while the others talk, or with 
whom to play ball (being very careful not to knock 
the dishes off the sideboard), and making much 
noise, for how can boys and girls of five or twenty- 
five play ball without making a noise? 


You hear singing upstairs,—and whistling. In 
a moment you hear steps, and a door bang, the 
whistling stops for a minute while the steps retrace 
themselves, and the door is shut more gently —then 
loud whistling again. 

At your right you hear a voice. It is that of: the 
teacher of a class pushing home a truth. It is the 
French Bible school. Your guide comes downstairs 
and just at ten o’clock you enter the room, where 
nearly four years ago the Mission’s first meetings 
were held. This is the morning of the weekly prayer- 
meeting, when the Bible school students are joined by 
the faculty, the business force, and the household em- 
ployees, for a time of unhurried, definite prayer. 

You will find Mr. Norton in front with an Eng- 
lish Bible. His assistant is standing beside him with 
a French Bible in one hand and a Flemish Bible in 
the other, waiting to do his task of double transla- 
tion; first into French, and then into Flemish. But 
if Mr. Norton happens to .be absent, Mr. Knecht 
wil] bring the message in Flemish, and it will be 
translated but once, into French. ‘This means that 
it is Flemish day; and the Flemish Bible school stu- 
dents come in and a Flemish hymn is sung. The 
requests for prayer are brought after a short mes- 
sage; for the parents of one student, for a man who 
has been dealt with, for a child who is ill, for givers, 
for guidance in a particular matter for one, for liv- 
ing quarters for a student who has not yet found a 
home for his family, for money, for the work in 
the stations, and for a revival — always this! ; 

Prayer over, you must stop and shake hands and 
chat with the various ones who greet you, before 
you come up to lunch, Lunch is at the sunny end 
of the office, where two tables are pushed together 
and spread with a white nap, and Mission dishes. 
There is hot tea, or cold lemonade. At one end of 
the table are the Flemings, the French in the middle, 
and the English-speaking at the other end. One re- 
turns thanks, quite family-like, and then all fall to 
eating and taiking. T'iere 1s muc.a merriment, w..ich 
ceases, however, as some one mentions a newspaper 
notice about oe gene in Palestine, and the subject 
turns to the Lord’s early coming. 

The group breaks up early, for it is general con- 
ference day. Conference begins at two o’clock. 
Strangers and visitors are never invited here, but 
for once you may come, for will you not see through 
the eye-glasses of one of the members? 

You know some of the folks gathered here. One is 
the pastor, others are the teachers of the Bible schools, 
another is the business manager, others were at lunch 
with you, the short man is from the Borinage, the tall 
one from Antwerp, the gray-haired man speaking 
with the secretary is from Flanders, and this gentle- 
man coming in is a Brussels business man who is a 
valued counselor and councilor. 

This is the working group, those who share the 
responsibility of Mr. and Mrs. Norton for the can- 
duct of this evangelistic effort. They are come to- 
ether in an upper room, which is sitting-room, par- 
jor, office, and council chamber to the Nortons. There 
is a time of waiting upon God, and then the min- 
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utes of the last month’s session are read, and old mat- 
ters discussed and reported on. 

Perhaps it will seem that what you have seen be- 

fore has all been happy fellowship, but here you will 
find grave problems and very serious reports to be 
faced together. The big mirror over the mantel- 
iece would tell you, if it could, of many times it 
as reflected faces bathed in tears, and the prayers 
that came out of hearts wrung almost to the break- 
pS amg But there is also good news to-day. A 
difficulty of long standing has been overcome. There 
has been a real awakening in a little village where 
the workers had to bury an old lady, who died in 
faith, in a bare coffin, because the bier-cloth was 
denied ‘by the Catholic authorities. All the village 
came forth to witness this strange funeral, and as 
at the grave her only son stepped forth and publicly 
dedicated his life to Christ, many were more than 
passingly impressed. The Sunday following the hall 
was crowded out and many listened to the Gospel. 

Again the Sunday-school at P. is growing and 
growing, the young girl converted recently and who 
suffered such persecution at home has succeeded in 
getting her mother and sister to come to the meetings, 
and now their interest is keen, and it is hoped that 
soon they will receive and confess the Saviour. An 
appropriation of money is asked and discussed. One 
has been offered a building at a reasonable price, 
but it is out of reach of the funds on hand, and the 
Mission does not incur debt. The worker is disap- 
pointed. The arrangements for the summer work, 
—two tents, markets, colportage, and so forth, must 
now be gone over. 

The long sober strain is broken for an instant. 
Some one is explaining the labor involved in mak- 
ing a certain truth understood, and wonders if it 
is wise to teach it always. “The apostle Paul preached 
it,” some one says. The answer comes quickly and 
in almost agreed seriousness, “Well, the apostle Paul 
never worked in Flanders.” We laughed. Is it 
not always so? Our own little piece of work is 
different from anything ever done elsewhere. 

Again problems are interrupted by a knock at 
the door and the presentation of a tray of cups and 
saucers, We had not realized that the time had so 
flown and that it was tea time. Here is f@llowshi 
and work, and you begin to understand things which 
seemed disconnected and parts of the work which 
seemed less necessary before. 

The -conference finished, you may go with Miss 
White to the girls’ meeting at Antwerp, or stay for 
the prayer-meeting’ at Brussels. Perhaps it will be 
best to get to rest early, for there is a market to- 
morrow, and you want to go. 

Up early and at the railroad station you pack 
yourself with the rest of a half dozen of the party, 
and a street organ, into one of the compartments of 
the European style carriage. You can all sing of 
the love and glory of the Lord, and even sell Testa- 
ments in the train, for you are traveling third class 
to savé funds, and there is a better opportunity 
among the working people here than among any 
other class. ; 

Arriving at the market you find the town full of 
people, though perhaps it is but eight o’clock. Stalls 
of vegetables, cookies, butter, eggs, clothing, and the 
like surround you. The leader buys a place to stand 
on the market, and you search out a good spot to 
set up the organ which becomes the hub of a wheel 
of workers. The men take turns at testifying, giv- 
ing a simple Gospel message, while the girls take 
turns at the organ. This goes on sometimes for 
hours, and in your interest and desire to attract a 
large group of listeners, you scarcely know how hot 
it is becoming, 

You can take a handful of Testaments and Gospels 
and circulate in the crowd giving away on one hand, 
and selling Testaments on the other. What matter 
if people do think you a hawker of forbidden liter- 
ature and fear you as children do gypsies, or scorn 
you as grown folk treat the same class of people? 
Some laugh at your message, some seem impressed, 
while some smile and believe that indeed “Le. Bon 
Dieu” has sent you. But sixty Testaments have 
been sold, and this cannot Kelp but mean something. 
If one soul came to God through each copy, would 
it not be worth a morning’s’ work? 

On your way home, you will hear of results of for- 
mer meetings. A man was converted at a meeting 
at the bicycle races at La Hulpe, though this was not 
known until months afterwards. At Bruges there 
were results from the work at the great procession. 
The young people sing for pure enjoyment of the 
new life all the way home, and hand out Gospels, and 
some even testify as the train stops at a country 
Station. 

But this is only itinerant work, and you will want 
to see something of an established post, apart from 
that in Brussels. 

You will view the little town of Ath with great 
interest, for you will be told of a worker who re- 
members walking its streets in a drizzling rain at 
midnight on the eve of Easter, a year ago. She 
and the French pastor and another worker were 
refused accommodations at one hotel after another. 
The motor in which they were traveling home from 
another meeting had broken down a mile or so 
from this village, a tiny place where they were utter 
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strangers. Finally a couple of rooms over a little 
beer café were offered and gratefully accepted. 

Rising early on Easter morning in order to get an 
early train for Brussels, she looked out of the win- 
dow from behind these very tortoise shell glasses, 
and saw people already hurrying through the streets. 
Because God laid it upon her heart, she knelt be- 
side the window, and asked him to give Ath the 
Gospel some day soon, and claimed-the answer. The 
tent went there three months later, and a permanent 
work was begun six months after that. Besides the 
children’s meetings there are of course preachin 
services for adults, and there are happy cases o 
conversion. You could visit one home and the wife 
would tell you how light her heart has been since she 
found the Lord Jesus as her Saviour. She used to 
swear always about everything, but since He has come 
in, cursing has gone. Once she nearly did it again, 
but quick as a flash came the thought, “No, no, I 
must not now.” 

Or you could go to Dour or Warquignies or on for 
a long time ahead, and not have touched Flanders. 
Bruges, with its tremendous opposition; its church, 
once a Flemish Protestant pride, in other hands; 
its people who are hearing the Gospel and scarcely 
daring to receive it, so utter is the ostracism and loss 
to be incurred from the first moment of acceptance. 
Or Antwerp with “ships that go down to the sea” 
by way of the Scheldt, with their prows turned toward 
Britain, from whence so many thousands of copies of 
the Word of God have come in the past few years; 
Antwerp from whose miles of docks go the steamers 
for the Congo, that great mission field for evangel- 
ization which is closely connected with the evangel- 
ization of Belgium. 

There is no one of those who tell the Gospel story 
here who has not his faults, his lacks, his constant 
attacks of the evil one. Nor is the work all re- 
sults. There are times of hardship and times of 
refreshing. You have been hearing some of the 
glory of its “humdrum.” Believe that there is also 
“humdrum” in its glory. But you have had this 
glimpse through the tortelee-ehell glasses that you 
may acquaint yourself with where, how, and what 
is being done, that you may know that He is taking 
to himself the glory, and the victory of doing great 
things, and that you may hear again that there is 
need, need, and need, God knows how the Belgian 
Christians and their foreign helpers want you to keep 
on helping them, and ‘to sing with them the song fre- 
quently heard in their meetings: 

“‘Unto the death,’ be this our war-cry, 
The cry of freedom of a race redeemed; 
Unto the death, we will take our banner, 
Thy cross, O Christ, of Resurrection life.” 


BrusseEts, BELGIUM. 








The Victorious Life 




















QIUBTLESS many friends of this work do not 

realize what large current expenses are neces- 
sary for its maintenance, such as office rent, clerical 
help, stationery and postage, and the proper advertis- 
ing of conferences. A few, realizing the need, are now 
sending the Treasurer a regular contribution every 
month for such current expenses. Will you not 
pray that God may prompt many to do this, if it 
is his will; and will you ask him whether he would 
have you make any such regular contribution, how- 
ever small or large? 
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Calendar of Conferences 


The following is a complete list, so far as arranged, 
of conferences and speaking appointments of mem- 
bers of the Victorious Life Testimony. It will be noted 
that some of these are conferences conducted by the 
Victorious Life Testimony, while other meetings are 
also here listed, to be addressed by individual mem- 
bers of that Testimony. Will you pray for all these 
meetings? 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 


Winona, Ind., U. S. A., Bible Conference, August 
23-27. 

Keswick, N. J. 
Week-End Victorious Life Conference, September 


2 to 4, the Rev. Howard B. Dinwiddie and the Rev. 
L. L. Legters, speakers. The rate for board and room 
from Saturday afternoon to Monday evening will be 
$4. The registration fee of $1 may be sent to the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia. 


Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio 

Middle West Victorious Life Conference, August 21-27. 
A change has been made to this date in order to pro- 
vide better rooming accommodations. The Rev. Howard 
B. Dinwiddie, the Rev. L. L. Legters, Charles G. Tfum- 
bull, the Rev. J. S. Flacks, Benjamin F. Culp, and 
others. Guests will be accommodated in the Hotel 
Linwood and in cottages in the park. The rates for 
the conference period for meals and hotel rooms vary 
from $19 to $25. The $19 rate is for three in a room. 
Those who wish to secure rooms in the hotel should 
send a deposit of $5 with their registration fee to ad- 
dress given below. The registration fee of $2 is in 
addition. Full information to be had from Mrs.'C. F. 
Groth, Vermilion, Ohio. 
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Why Ridgway is still a “ Rock Runner,” 
jand other interesting items 





Run Mission Sunday-school “to straighten 

things out,” with the expectation that the 
“straightening out” would be accomplished in one 
or two Sundays. Things have never been “straight- 
ened out,” and I am still a Rock Runner. 

In the early days of the Sunday-school, one Sun- 
day afternoon there came wandering in a boy whom 
we will call Jack. He had been a “bound boy” upon 
a farm. His father and mother were both dead, and 
an uncle had bound him out and collected his poor 
little vege of a dollar or so a month. The boy 
stood it for quite a while, but as he approached the 
older boyhood period he ran away from the farm and 
came to Coatesville to get a job in the mills. He got 
a job “pulling door” or some other such humble oc- 
eugation, at the wages of about $3 a week. The 
only place that he could find to board and maintain 
himself was among the poor people of Rock Run, 
and he came to Rock Run Sunday-school. 

At the same time I had -in my Sunday-school a 
very beautiful girl. She had to help support her 
family, and in fact was the main support of the 
family, by her needle, with which she was very skilful. 
She was a great help to me in that she was a very 
sweet sifger, and she was my re: f in that im- 
portant part of mission Sunday-school work. 

It was inevitable that the fine boy from the farm 
and the little girl from the tailor shop should fall 
in love with each other, and just as soon as Jack 
got a better job and earned sufficient money to have 
a little home of his own they got married and be- 
gan their home life in Rock Run, in a very humble 


way. 

Both Jack and Mamie kept: tied up with the Sun- 
day-school, and as tne years went on the babies came, 
and the whole family were in the Sunday-school. 
Jack kept on making good down in the mill, as every 
fellow almost always does who ties up with the 
Sunday-school and keeps tied up, and he built a fine 
home down in the town. They’ moved away with 

- their six or seven children and left a great big hole 
in Rock Run Sunday-school. 

To-day Jack is superintendent of the big Midvale 
steel plant. He is a director of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, and one of the solid mem- 
bers of the Iron Rose Bible Class, and his wife 
Mamie is in the Woman’s Bible Class in the same 
Sunday-school, and all the children are in the church 
and Sunday-school also. There is never a Sunday 
when Jack can get away from the big steel plant, 
but that he is in his place in the Iron Rose Bible 
Class. He has just walked by my office window on 
his way to the open hearth furnaces. 

Mamie is one of the handsomest women we have 
in town, and is a wonderful mother, and is a great 
favorite of Mrs. Ridgway, who has, all these years, 
been with me in the Rock Run school. 

The superintendent of the chemical department 
at the Lukens steel plant also came into Rock Run 
Sunday-school along about the same time, as a small 
boy and has kept tied up with the school. In fact, 
every one of the boys and girls in that part of our 
town who has tied up with the Sunday-school, and 
what is more important, has kept tied up, has won- 
derfully prospered. Some of the nicest little homes 
down in the best parts of Coatesville are occupied 
with my “Rock Run Graduates,” as I call them. 

For twenty-eight years, right in this little mission 
Sunday-school, in Ht used to be the toughest sub- 
urb of the town, my people up there prosper and move 
away into better surroundings and give the continual 
performance of proving the promises of the Old 
Book to be everlastingly true. 

My Sunday-school is no larger now than it was 
twenty-eight years ago. My success in the school 
is also my undoing. My people prosper and move 
away and the people who are moving in are Russians 
and similar folks from across the sea, whose priest 
comes every now and then and drives them away 
from the Sunday-school, The Sunday-school attend- 
ance generally runs from 100 to 150, with the latter 
being “high-water” mark, and only reached on spe- 
cial occasions. —William H. Ridgway, Coatesville, Pa. 


Taking Our Intermediate 
Department Pulse 


HAT was the matter with the Intermediate Di- 
vision? It had been looking dull and heavy- 
eyed of late and seemed to take no interest in any- 
thing. Was some one of the fatal maladies prey- 
ing upon its vitals? Something ought to be done 
about it. We certainly could not afford to let it 
sickgn and die! 
At this point the doctor walked in, and at once 
proceeded to take our pulse. Beginning at the front 
right-hand corner of the room, he quickly numbered 
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every pupil in the division and asked. all the even 
numbers to ris¢ and stand along the opposite side 
of the room. The secretary was instructed to mark 
down on the blackboard the results of the investi- 


gations, under the headings, “Odd” and “Even.” 

The doctor then began to fire review questions, 
first on one side and t on the other side of the 
room — not merely review questions on that lesson or 
the last one, but any of the lessons of the last Quar- 
ter, and the memory verses as well! 

It did not take many minutes to find out what 
was the matter. The doctor did not even have to 
announce the result of his investigation, for all had 
discovered it, they all knew the nature of their dis- 
ease: They had been starving—they had not been 
eating enough! All needed more nourishment. 

The taking of the pulse seemed to be all that was 
necessary to start the division along on the road to 
recovery. It is pageaning to pick up and put on new 
strength. The listless, don’t-care-for-an ge is 
soot bw. pearing. —Uthai Vincent Wilcox, Washing- 
on, . . 
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A Rally the Year Round 


AYEAR around rally is not as spectacular as some 
other rallies may be, but it has much to recom- 
mend it to the attention of any Sunday-school. No 
distressing falling off in attendance follows in the 
trail of the year around rally. Interest is sustained 
and attendance boosted not temporarily but perma- 
nently. If properly presented the year round rally 
also has the added advantage of being unique. The 
fact that it is a continued instead of a completed 
affair adds interest. v 

Launch the year around rally with a general ingath- 
ering, but make it clear that this is only the begin- 
ning of the rally. Give each class proper credit 
for its percentage of attendance as well as for its 
visitors. It is well to have a blackboard or “large 
sheet of paper in. full, view of the school upon which 
to enter the weekly record. Try to create a spirit 
of rivalry between the different classes. Post these 
records of attendance regularly each Sunday, together 
with credits for new scholars and visitors. Make 
special mention of classes which are doing better 
and spur on those which stand in need of a little 
prodding. 

At the end of the year determine from the weekly 
records which class stands highest in'the year around 
rally: Post a list of the classes and the ayerage 
yearly attendance they have made, also their gain 
in membership. If desired the winning class may be 
banqueted or otherwise entertained by the rest of 
the school at some time during the week following 
the close of the rally. 

Any novelty that may be introduced in announcing 
the winning class will help to keep up interest. For 
instance, one Sunday the secretary might ask the 
school to guess which class was the winner that 
day, allowing each class one guess.—Alice Crowell 
Hoffman, York, Pa. : i 
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Giving the Church the News of the School 


ANY church-members think of the Sunday-school 
in terms of 


1. A place to send the children for an hour or two. 


2. An organization that gives an occasional enter- 
tainment and has an annual picnic. 


3. A place to recruit children to sell tickets for 
church affairs. 

4. A place to be avoided lest they be asked to teach 
and thereby reveal their ignorance. 


How may the Sunday-school give the church a bet- 
ter conception of what it really is? 

1. The Sunday-school must first of all have some- 
thing to tell to the church. 

This may mean that it will have to tell the church 
that it is inefficient,—that is lacks adequate plant, 
equipment, teachers, and administrative staff. 

It may mean that it has a worthwhile story to 
present. 

2. The. telling of its story to the church will be in 
two ways. 

First, the linking up of all the activities of the 
Sunday-school with the entire program of the church. 

This of itself brings to the attention of the church- 
membership the fact that the Sunday-school is do- 
ing business. It also raises questions in many minds 
as to what the real functions of the Sunday-school 
are. It makes more likely the insertion of Sunday- 
school activities in all regular notices. 

The second method of acquainting the church with 
the news of the school is more direct. A few con- 
crete suggestions will indicate the possibilities. 


AUGUST 19, 1922 ° 


1. After the meeting of the Sunday-school as 

ave a concise statement of what been done 
either read to the congregation or posted on the 
bulletin board. 


2. Have the work of a particular department ex- 
plained thoroughly to the ones from time 
to time, in such a way as to make clear the aim, 
the methods used, and the results that are being ob- 
tained. Have the departments rotate in this pres- 
entation. 

3. See to it that all notices of Sunday-school af- 
fairs are inserted in the church bulletin, or if there 
is no bulletin, on the bulletin board. 

; ¢ Occasionally multigraph a page of Sunday-school 
information to distribute among the members of the 
church, 

5. Where funds will permit, a small monthly four- 
page Sunday-school paper can be published with good 


results. 


_6. Furnish your local press and your denomina- 
tional press with the news of your school. Your 
own church-members take more notice of what you 


- are doing when they see that the papers are inter- 


ested. 

_ But all of this must be somebody’s job. A pub- 
licity committee is absolutely: necessary. The pas- 
tor should be an ex-officio member, and some one 
must be appointed to ary out the plans of the 
committee—Dr. Ralph Welles Keeler, Director of 
Publicity of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Winning the Banner on 
Go-to-Sunday-school Day 


O*% OCTOBER 28 our pastor announced The Sun- 
day School Times Mobilization Contest for Go- 
to-Sunday-schoo] Day, at the same time introducing 
the banner system into our school. While ordinarily 
this banner goes to the class making the best report, 
on November 4 we specialized on numbers. ew 
members were to be solicited not only for the class 
of the solicitor but for any-other class, thus fostering 
a school as well as a class spirit. The banner was 
to be awarded to the class securing most members 
for the entire school. Instead of the mid-week 
prayer-meeting, there was a. meeting of classes, in 
which each teacher was asked to drop a postal card 
to absentees, and the superintendent to drop one to 
each absent teacher. 

Our Sunday-school averages one hundred and fifty. 
We had an attendance on the last Sunday before 
this was written of two hundred, which included 
twenty-seven brand new scholars, some visitors, and 

uite a few reclaimed ones. There was much en- 
thusiasm and much work, and we feel that our school 
has gained in numbers and inspiration—Mrs. Paul 
W. Evans, Laredo, Tex. 


we 
Church-Going as a Stranger 


HE need of sociability among members and the 
welcoming of strangers has been so often re- 
iterated that this may come as a bit of heresy. 

Granted that there should be more individual kind- 
ness and collective sociability among Christians, and 
especially a warmer welcome for the “stranger within 
our gates,” yet let us sense another aspect of the 
matter. It is a duty to stand by our home. church 
loyally, but one who occasionally worships in a strange 
place may enjoy a rare opportunity for the soothing 
and strengthening of his soul, Listen to what -one 
writes me: : 

“I really went to church to-day! To a little 
churchly house surrounded by an orange grove, where 
I did not know anybody and nobody knew me; where 
there was nothing to distract from: the beautiful, sim- 
ple, restful service. I saw the people pray, I heard 
them sing, I knew they were good people — which 
was satisfying and all I wanted to know. I did not 
have to think about them any more than one does the 
people met on a busy street. 

“It was a real sanctuary, a worshipful atmosphere, 
no outdoor noises. Orie felt near to the heart of 
God, near to the simpler, truer things of life. Some 
way the words of the hymns meant more; the prayer 
was echoed in my own consciousness; the Scripture 
was a personal message; the minister was teaching 
me things I needed to know. It was an hour close to 
the Eternities, and I have come away comforted, 
heartened, and ready for the battle, the battle with 
trivialities that so tries the soul within us. What- 
ever the week may bring I shall live it through more 
successfully because I went as a stranger to the little 
nook of a church in the orange grove where I spoke 
to no one but God.”—Lee McCrae, San Gabriel, Cal. 


When a book written first of all to help Sunday- 
school teachers to become better teachers is seized 
upon by day-school teachers’ reading courses, it ts 
evidently well worth while. Dr. Brumbaugh’s book, 
“The Making of a Teacher,” is thus widely used. Have 
you seen it? (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2, postpaid.) : 
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Lesson for September 3 
Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 
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LESSON 10. SEPT. 3.. NEHEMIAH REBUILDS THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM 


: Golden Text.—Our God will fight for us.—Nehemiah 4 : 20 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


NE of the earliest attacks of Satan that al- 

most every boy has to undergo, especially when 

he first goes away to school, is ridicule from 
school-mates for being true to his Christian home 
training. And probably a pose many girls have a 
similar experience, although girls, as a rule, are 
much nicer than boys to the new freshmen. If you 
do not have “Tom Brown’s School Days at Rugby” 
on your bookshelves, get it from your public library, 
and read to the class, especially if you are teaching 
boys, the story of young Geordie Arthur as he drops 
to his knees to say his prayers, umashamed at the 
sneers of the others, and of how, when he is struck 
by a boot trom cne of the bullies, Tom Brown, 
suddenly shamed over his own faithlessness to his 
home training, gives the assailant one of his boots 
in return, and announces that he has another boot 
left for any one else who wishes to continue this 
sort of thing. Ridicule. is a favorite weapon of 
Satan (see Mr, Smith’s first picture in The Little 
etts), and it is the first one Nehemiah meets with. 
he world is full of Tobiahs. 


Our Background Material 

Tobiah (Mrs. Askew, 1), the sarcastic (v. 3) ally 
and co-conspirator of Sanballat, is quite active 
throughout. Nehemiah’s career. It is believed by 
some that two Tobiahs are mentioned in this book, 
—one, a Jew, unable to prove his genealogy (7: 
62), but he does not seem to have been living at this 
time. The other Tobiah is referred to in 2:10, 19; 
4:3, 7; 6:1, 12, 14. 

The time of this lesson is given by Dr. Thomas 
A very effective archeological study. of “The Walls 
of Jerusalem” is provided by Dr. Kyle on page 480, 
while the editorial considers “The Walls of the New 
Jerusalem.” ° ae 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Nehemiah’s bold adventure for God had been: born 
in prayer, the wonderful prayers he and Daniel and 
Ezra and the Remnant had Offered,in the Captivity, 
and the prayer of the last lesson. To be in Jeru- 
salem and to see the work under way must have 
given Nehemiah a thrilling sense of God’s promise- 
keeping. But it did not mean that the time for pray- 
ing had ceased. Not only the enterprise as a whole, 
but every detail was to be prayed through. Nehemiah 
was persistent in prayer. How to use the teaching 
principle of the Law of Association in order to em- 
phasize how working and watching and praying all 
go together is told by Dr. Ellis. 

very complete analysis is given by Dr, Thomas 
in The Lesson’s Main Message. An effective, prac- 
tical plan for making the pupils take a large share 
in the teaching of this lesson is suggested by Mrs. 
Askew in the first half of her lesson treatment. — 

Opposition is not something to discourage Chris- 
tian workers, but it should be to them a sign that 
Satan is jealous of God’s work, and an assurance 
that they are in God’s will. The analysis in the Sco- 
field Reference Bible is helpful here: “Opposition by 
ridicule” (4: 1-3); “opposition by anger” (4:79; 
“opposition by discouraged brethren” (4: 10-23) ; 
“opposition by greed and heartlessness” (5: 1-13) ; 
“opposition by craft” (6:1-14). This whole series 
of “oppositions” should be given to the class, for 
the next lesson. takes up the thread at the eighth 
chapter. 

ehemiah was never despairing in the face of op- 
position (Dr. Thomas, I, 2, 3). Some of the ad- 
versaries of God’s wall-builders of the present day 
are mentioned by Dr. Smellie (2). 

The reason it seems to Christians to-day that. their 
problems are more desperate than ever before in 
church history is advanced by Dr. Smellie (3). There 
is encouragement to pray for revival in the fact 
that we have the same God as Nehemiah (Dr. Smellie, 
6, 7), and let none be discouraged if this prayer or 
any other is long delayed (Introduction to Family 
Worship). This is a fine opportunity to teach your 
class how to form an important prayer habit (Mrs. 
Askew, 3). 

Nehemiah’s precautions resulted in progress (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 4, 5; Dr. Smellie, 4, 5). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The heart center of this “lesson may well lie in 
the thought of proving our faith by our works, a 


Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 
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Devotional : Psalm 48:1, 2, 9-14. 

Reference jal : Neh. 2: 9-20; 1 Cor. 3 : 9:17. 

Pumary Topic : How God helped Nehemiah Build a Wall. 
Memory Verse: We made our prayer unto our God.—Neh. 4:9. 

Junior Tops o Wall was Rebuilt. 


Hemory Verve: Te 4 pd : 
latermediate Senior ic: ying, Watching, Working. 
Topic for ¥. and Adults : 

conte oung People and Adults : Success Through Leadership 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Comuaittee for oriating in the lesson helps is 
4:7-1 
7 But it came to pass that, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, 
and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, 
heard that ' the the 
forward, and tha’ 


! 


half of them held the spears, the 
the coats of mail; and the rulers were behind ‘all the 
house of Judah. 
1Heb. healing went up upon the walls. ?Or, From 
all places whence ye shall return they will be upon us 
Or, deputies ¢Or, all the house of Judah that builded 
the wall. And they that &c. - 


American Revision copyright, igor, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








truth which the book of James emphasizes in the 
New Testament. The little girl who decided that 
the best way to get to school in time was not to 
lose more time by stopping to,pray, but to run and 
pray (Round-Table, 3) was right. Organization 
without spirituality merely means a fruitless activ- 
ity, but true spirituality will issue in fruitful effort. 

Nehemiah is the model organizer of the Scriptures, 
and proved the value of method and system (com- 
pare Dr. Thomas, III, 6). A» careful study of his 
plans will reveal how useful his five principles were 
—of proper division of labor, adaptation 6f work 
and worker, honesty and economy in administration, 
co-operation in labor, and concentration at any as- 
saulted point. ; . 

Every minister should take Nehemiah as his ex- 
emplar. Mere preaching- from the pulpit, even of a 
ure Gospel, will not build the walls of Jerusalem. 
Seeee member of the church should share in the 
responsibilities of the work (compare Mr. Ridgway, 
1). And it was up to Nehemiah to discover the 
gifts of each. The place of each family on the 
walls, as described in the third chapter, was doubt- 
less carefully chosen by Nehemiah, Are you, pastor, 
studying the spiritual gifts of your people, and util- 
izing them? Nehemiah is an example also to super- 
intendent and teacher and parent. Do not try to 
do it all yourself. 


Teaching Points 


Perhaps Nehemiah knew and was encouraged in 
his difficulties by Daniel’s explicit prophecy, “The 
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times” (Dan.,9: 25; Dr. Smellie, 1). And 
just as surely, by the same token, shall the rest of 
that wonderful prophecy be fulfilled. aaa? Me 

Never believe it merely because “Gashmu saith it” 
(6:6). That is indeed very good reason to doubt it. 
“Gashmu saith it” a great deal in our days. Gashmu 
takes it for granted. “We may well suppose.” “Let 
us assume.” i 

Prayer is nothing if not practical (Dr. Ellis; 
Round-Table, 1, 2). ‘ 

Nehemiah began at the Sheep Gate, through which 
the sacrificial victims were driven into the city (3: 
1). The Sheep Gate is sadly in need of repair to- 
day. The vicarious atonement through the shed 
blood of Christ on the Cross is being denied or min- 
imized as unimportant in some theological seminaries 
and pulpits. And notice that two towers were built 





on the sides of the Sheep Gate. The Cross is the 
heart-center of our religion. Christianity is Christ. 
The “Fundamentalists” deserve our heartiest co- 
operation to-day in their efforts to build the towers 
that protect the. Sheep Gate (the Cartoon). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
What are the distinguishing characteristics of Ne- 
hemiah 


How long was Nehemiah in building the walls? 
(Mrs. Askew, 2.) 


Do system and method have their place in church 
and Sunday-school work? 


How many broken gates did Nehemiah repair? 
“ PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charlies Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





_ THE Law or Assocration.—Things which are 
in consciousness together tend to recur together, 











HERE is a tendency in our day to discount the 

value of prayer in favor of the practical, so- 
called. It will be real service for the teacher to lead 
the pupil to associate in his mind prayer and the 
pace and this lesson offers the opportunity. Ne- 
emiah was engaged in no visionary enterprise when 
he was rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, neither were 
the obstacles and the opposition that confronted him 
mere illusions. He had a real job, but it came to him 
in answer to prayer, and he continued it under the 
divine protection in answer to prayer. “Let-us work 
and pray” ought to be more than a sentiment that we 
sing and only half believe. And let us beware of 
making the association as we do sometimes so that 
our pupils fail to think of it as something for our 
own day as well as for Nehemiah’s day. It is said 
that Professor Morse was once asked what he did 
when he encountered an apparently insurmountable 
difficulty in his effort at invention. He replied that 
he prayed. It is necessary that we not only- make 
right associations, but that we aim at preventing wrong 
ones. There is none more disastrous than to asso- 
ciate God’s relation to men through prayer only with 
those we read of in the Bible. James seems to have 
given us a hint of the same tendency in his day 
(James 5:17). 

Nehemiah had need also to associate two ideas which 
later our Lord stressed also in conjunction, when he 
said “Watch and Pray.” No matter how vigilant, 
no human watcher can safeguard himself or his 
friends from the enemy. “Except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” He who 
prays as he watches understands this. “Work, watch, 
and pray”—this is an association worth phrasing, but 
more worth living. 


Huntinopon, Pa, 
ye 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


RAY for the dear burden-bearers, who waste their 

strength on rubbish and misguided efforts! (v. 
10.) Pray that we may all have the keen vision 
from God to set aside trifles, and bear the burdens 
that God would have us take up — burdens of love, 
of prayer, of work, for a lost world. Why be bur- 
dened about a new carpet or a similar need of a lux- 
urious land, when millions are in their death-agonies 
from famine? Why be burdened with cares con- 
cerning the trifles of modern life here, when “there 
are children — millions of them, in Russia — held in 
the grip of starved and frozen childhood, little wiz- 
ened faces with tight-drawn skin, hands like claws, 
arms like drumsticks, weird little skeletons that 
almost startle you when they move.” Yes, will not 
that picture lay a true burden on your heart? The 
Russian Missionary Society, 1844 West Monroe 
Street, Chicago, gives both the Bread of heaven, and 
the bread of earth to the starving. 

“Every one ... wrought in the work” (v. 17), and 
yet they all dropped their work when the trumpet 
sounded, and rushed to the most needy spot. The 
war is fierce and hot in India and China and Africa! 
The trumpet calls you! Who will go? 


Nracara Fatts, Can. 








494 






The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Connection. The date is 444 B. C., and the time 
was soon after the last lesson. After ocsnaaing for 
the divisions of the work (chap. 3), Nehemiah found 
that his task, great as it was, would be made heavier 
by the opposition shown by his enemies. (1) 


Provocation (4:1-9). First came ridicule, which is 
the weak man’s earliest and strongest weapon (vs. 
1-3), but Nehemiah turned to God in prayer and kept 
on at the work (vs. 4-6). He showed the spirit of 
the Scottish school motto: “They say, What do the 
say? Let them say.” Then, when ridicule failed, 
anger was shown, and a plot was formed (vs. 7, 8), 
but this, too, proved futile (v. 9). Why did they 
He <4 Nehemiah? Was it on account of jealousy and 
a fear they would lose their power if Jerusalem were 
properly protected? (2) 

Perplexity (vs. 10-12). Friends also began to 
weaken cad be afraid (v. 10). The foes redoubled 
their efforts and put forth threats (v. 11). Even the 
Jewish neighbors added to their troubles by specious 
efforts to cow the builders. No wonder the workers 
were afraid and harassed. (3) 

Precaution (vs. 13-15). But Nehemiah was not to 
be overcome. He redoubled his watchfulness, making 
provision against surprise attacks and encouraging the 
workers with thoughts of God and home (v. 14). 
The result was deliverance, the foes giving up all 
hope of success. (4) 

Progress (vs. 16-23). Then the work progressed 
steadfastly, even though there was still danger and 
also the difficulty of combining work and readiness 
to fight (vs. 16-18).- There was also risk through 
separation (v. 19), and Nehemiah proposed a plan 
for meeting this (v. 20), and so the building went on, 
part of the workers laboring and part watching, day 
and night (vs. 21-23). (5) 

Covetousness (5:1-19). There was also trouble 
among Nehemiah’s own people which must have 
weakened his efforts. In their great need many had 
been compelled to sell their children and there were 
Jews who were cruel enough to buy them. Nehemiah 
was righteously angry at this heartlessness and re- 
buked them for their wrong-doing and for the bad 
effect it would have on the heathen. The result was 
immediate restitution (v. 12). N. B. “Amen” is not 
a prayer but an assertion: “It is so” or “It shall be 
so.” See “Our Misunderstood Bible,” by H. Clay 
Trumbull. (The Sunday School Times Co., Phila- 
delphia, temporarily out of print.) Nehemiah him- 
self had shown a splendid example of unselfishness 
(vs. 14-19), so that it was not only a case of “do as 
I say,” but “do as I do” (Matt. 7:21; Luke 6: 46). 

Craft (6:1-14). Opposition of a different kind 
broke out again from toes. They tried to get Nehe- 
miah to leave his work and meet them, but failed 
(vs. 1-4). Then they tried another plan and that 
also failed (vs. 5-14). 

Completion (6:15—7:4). At length all was finished, 
and even the enemies at last realized that God’s hand 
was in it. Jerusalem was then safely guarded and 
the foes weré effectually and permanently overcome. 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 48:1, 2, 9-14. (1) 
The place of praise, verse 1; (2) the place of glory, 
verse 2; (3) the place of lovingkindness, verse 9; 
(4) the place of righteousness, verse 10; (5) the 
place of joy, verse 11; (6) the place of protection, 
verses 12-14. 


Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Nehemiah (Funk 
and Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold 
only in sets); Davis Bible Dictionary for names of 
persons and places (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, $4) 

ll. Reference Material 

Nehemiah 2:9-20; 1 Corinthians 3:9-17. 

1. Nehemiah 2:9-20. The result of the answer to 
Nehemiah’s prayer. (1) The journey, verse 9; (2) 
the foes, verse 10; (3) the desolation, verses 11-16; 
(4) the encouragement, verses 17, 18; (5) the testi- 
mony, verses 19, 20. 

2. 1 Corinthians 3:9-17. The elements of service 
for God. (1) The fact, verse 9; (2) the basis, verses 
10, 11; (3) the testing, verses 12, 13; (4) the reward, 
+o 14, 15; (5) the character, verses 16, 17, 
of oly.” 


il. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Praying, Watching, 
Working. Every true man will have a threefold re- 
lationship and responsibility. (1) Towards God— 
praying. (2) Towards enemies—watching. (3) To- 
wards self and duty—working. These three must 
always be combined, balanced, and maintained. Thus 
we shall be (1) strong, (2) safe, and (3) satisfied. 
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2. Young People and Adults: Success Through 
Leadership and Co-operation. (1) Success is what 
every one desires and should enjoy. Joshua 1:8 is 
the only place where it is found (see its connection 
with the Word of God). (2 ut success needs 
more than individual effort. There must be leader- 
ship. Some soldiers were overheard by their leader 
expressing fears of a battle because they were out- 
numbered. Their general asked, “How many do you 
count me for?” The Allies won soon after Foch was 
appointed leader. Christ is called a leader (Isa. 55:4), 
and we are to “follow.” Then in life there are human 
leaders in knowledge, and activity, who should be fol- 
lowed. But there must be co-operation as well. Alli 
the leadership in the world will be useless unless we 
follow individually and unitedly. The wall of Jerusa- 
lem was rebuilt because all took part—“all at it, and 
always at it” was Wesley’s motto. (6) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

There are four features of the Christian life. _ 

1. Work to be done. In individual life there are 
“gaps” caused by sin and in church life there are 
“ravages” caused by discord. 

2. Warfare to be waged. Shafts of ridicule (4:1- 
3). Missiles of threatening. Instruments of com- 
promise. : 

3. Witness to be borne. We are to show by word 
and deed, lip and life, who and what God is. 

4. Weapons to be used. Note Nehemiah’s prayer 
(4:9) and trust (vs. 14, 20), and faithful obedience 
(v. 21). Thus we shall show self-restraint (v. 4), 
prudence (v. 13), decision (v. 13), steadfastness, cour- 
age (v. 14), energy and sympathy-~ (vs. 14-18). . 


V. Leading Questions 


Why was so much opposition shown to the building 
of the wall? 

“Trust in God and keep your powder. dry”—illus- 
trate these words of Cromwell from this lesson. 

What are the chief causes of opposition to Chris- 
tianity to-day? 

Which is the greater danger, open enemies or false 
friends? Explain why. 

What modern sin is suggested by 5:7? 

Illustrate 5:9 from other places in Scripture. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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The City of God Remaineth 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


N THE Book of Daniel we read the assurance, 
| The street shall be built again, and the wall, even 

in troublous times. And here, in the book of Ne- 
hemiah, we have the assurance fulfilled. For no 
promise of the divine Lord falls fruitless to the 
ground. His ruined and orphaned Jerusalem rises 
from its ashes, even although a legion of enemies 
should stand in the way. It is as Luther sang: 
“God’s word, for all their craft and force, One mo- 
ment will not linger. But spite of Hell shall have its 
course; ’Tis written by his finger.” (1) 


First, we see the assailants. 

Nehenfiah and his builders had to face a hostile 
coalition of different races—Samaritan, Arabian, Am- 
monite, Philistine. They were chagrined.and angry 
as they watched the successful progress of the work 
of restoration. Round all its circuit, unto half the 
height thereof, the wall of Jerusalem stood complete 
at length. Its wounds were healed, its breaches 
closed; there was promise once again of fortifications 
that should be safe and strong. Little wonder that 
the adversaries plotted in secret, and determined to 
mass their forces and to terrify the patriot Jews. 

The city of God is never without its assailants, 
who are resolved, if they can, to prevent its revival 
and prosperity. As in Nehemiah’s day so in ours, 
these adversaries come from various quarters, and 
are the more alarming because they combine their 
attacks on Christ’s Name and Gospel and Church. 
There is a political turbulence, which is unfriendly 
to the cause of the Prince of Peace. There is a 
social ferment, which absorbs the thoughts and ener- 
gies of men to the neglect of higher things. There 
is a religious unrest, which cherishes a very limited 
reverence for the faith and worship bequeathed to us 
by the past. “Old landmarks are shaking with wind 
and sea.” The tempest and the welter, the opposition 
and antagonism, are serious in the extreme. (2) 


Then, next, we see the defenders. 

They were disposed to lose heart as their difficulties 
multiplied. It was not easy for the little community 
to bear up manfully against all those mustering foes. 
Moreover, the task of clearing away the accumulated 
rubbish of Jerusalem was exhausting the strength 
and patience of the citizens. And the dwellers in the 
towns and villages round about—in Jericho, and 
Tekoa, and Gibeon, and Mizpah—who had sent con- 
tingents to assist in the work of the rebuilding, were 
becoming frightened by the gathering hostility of the 
neighboring peoples, and were imploring their repre- 
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sentatives to return. All this was disquieting enough; 
and the defenders were ready to faint in the day of 
adversity. . 

It is a temptation which is always with us. Each 
generation of Christians is most vividly conscious of 
the trials of its own time, and is inclined to complain 
that never were circumstances so calamitous or so 
desperate. But that is a mistake. Other epochs have 
been just as unpropitious, and yet the good cause had 
a happy issue from the afflictions they brought. Wher 
the Czsars rode roughshod over the “panting huddled 
flock whose crime was Christ”; when saintly men 
in the Middle Ages felt that the Judgment must be 
close at hand, because sin was so unblushing; when 
Alexander Peden mourned that from the East sea- 
bank to the West sea-bank there was none to tell a 
hungry soul the mind of the Lord, matters were as 
sad as they are to-day. Let us lift up our hearts; 
the God of our fathers still lives and reigns. (3)-- 


Again, we see the commander. 

Nehemiah was not appalled by the distresses of the 
hour. They only exercised his trust and intensified 
his courage. First, he prayed; before anything else 
he turned to the spiritual source of help. _Then, by 
day and by night, he posted sentinels on the rampart; 
for the human means of protection must not be for- 
gotten, though God was Best of all. And he ex- 
horted his men to fight, giving them four appealing 
motives—-the brotherhood of their Hebrew race, the 
blessing of their families and homes, the ties of per- 
sonal affection, the cherished patrimony and inherit- 
ance and house. And, dividing his bodyguard into 
two, he bade the one half work at the wall, while the 
other kept the arms that were .required for offense 
“ay defense. He was a leader who omitted nothing. 
The city of God comes from afar. Its heavenly 
Guardian will not fail to watch over its establishment 
and advance. He will make his Jerusalem a praise in 
the earth. But it is equally certain that he expects 
us, whom his grace has enrolled in it, to aid him in 
promoting its triumph. He needs you and me—our 
pleading prayer, to start with; and our intelligent 
conviction; and our steadfast labor. With the passion 
of our hearts, with the diligence of our hands, with 
the testimony of ‘our lips, and with the example and 
persuasion of our lives, we must extend the mystic 
street, must dig the sheltering moat, and must buttress 
and heighten the sacred wall. Let each of us copy 
Nehemiah, and have a mind to work. (5) 


Lastly, we see the Lord. 

He who is great and terrible, to whom majesty and 
awiulness belong, accomplished a speedy deliverance 
for his beleaguered people. He brought the counsel 
of his enemies to nought; and they abandoned their 
schemes ; and the battlements of Jerusalem rose higher 
with each new morning. (6) 

This is invariably God’s habit. He compels the 
obstacles in the path of his cause to promote its well- 
being. The blood of the martyrs ‘is the seed of the 
church. Wyclif’s bones are thrown into the Swift, 


the brook that runs past Lutterworth; and, as Thomas* 


Fuller puts it, “Swift conveys them into Avon, Avon 
into Severn, Severn into the Narrow Seas, and they 
into the main ocean; and thus they are the emblem 
of Wyclif’s doctrine, which is dispersed all the world 
over.” The “reek” of Patrick Hamilton’s - burning, 
blown through Scottish shires, infects multitudes. 
Persecution has emboldened the faith of the sufferers, 
and has stirred others to search and think for them- 
selves. ‘here are no wiles and wickednesses of Arabia 
and Ammon and Ashdod which prevail against Christ. 
“These things shall vanish all; The city of God 
remaineth.” (6) 
CarLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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. The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Secret of Getting On.—We made our prayer 
unto our God, and set a watch against them day and 
night (v. 9). That is the kind of man Nehemiah 
was and why he was the .king’s cupbearer. First 
of all, he was a religious man. Next, he was a 
wide-awake man. “Pray and Watch.” “Day and 
Night.” There was no “let up” or let down in Ne- 
hemiah. Lots of good people do much praying, but 
they. do not seem to get anywhere. If Nehemiah 
had. taken it out in prayer-meetings does any one who 
knows the story_ believe that Sanballat and _ his 
crowd would have been circumvented? Everybody 
knows pretty much in what prayer consists, but not 
all are so clear upon this matter of watching. You 
can find out what watching means right here in 
this book of Nehemiah. Worx. “All had a mind to 
work.” Does any one suppose they had an eight- 
hour day or a forty-four hour week? “Walls” are 
never built in short hours or short days. “Eight 
hours for work, eight hours for play, eight hours 
for sleep.” Yes, a beautiful program for stagnation 
and failure. Now don’t get excited, Mr. Man up 
at Schenectady. We have, as I write, the eight-hour 
day in our own shops. But none of our men who are 
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Lesson for September 3 
Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 


rospering play eight hours. They have 
fittle “farms” which they work after 
hours, and this very day are living on 
genuine succotash and d _real milk 
and cream. They also have Tin Lizzies, 
which they groom and fondle and caress. 
Nor are these notes an eight-hour day 
product. Every one is written upon a 
scrap of time. This particular one in the 
Atlantic City train-shed as I await the 
belated arrival of the train, bringing 
“Isabel and the kids.” I would never 
have gotten anywhere in business {nor 
will you) if I had not taken a leaf out 
of Nehemiah (whole book the reference). 


How “Walls”? Are Built.—Be not ye 
afraid of them: remember the Lord 
(v. 14). This text looks just like that 
“sword” with which for years I have 
fought the battle of life in the business 
world. On the first page of all my note- 
books you will find written out in a good 
bold hand right under my name and ad- 
dress the promise you will find in Deuter- 
onomy 31:6. I do not know whether 
Nelemiah had it on his clay tablet 
or not, but he certainly had the promise 
on the tablet of his heart, which is still 
better. So far as I have been able to 
read biography I cannot remember a man 
who ever did big things by virtue of his 
own ability alone. The story of Wash- 
ington at Valley Forge, praying among 
the laurels, is a classic. We all know 
now where Lincoln got. his wonderful 
foresight and statesmanship. The French 
officer whom the soldier from. Los An- 
geles saw praying in the church turned 
eut to be Marshal Foch. Some one has 
said only one business man out of a hun- 
dred succeeds. Whether that may be 
true or not, I have my opinion of the 
man who is such a fool as to start in 
business and risk all his capital without 
first getting the backing of the richest 
Banker in the. world. Yes, and to be had 
for the asking. An enterprise with the 
Lord for counsel, able, unerring, feeless. 
The late Mr. .J. -P. Morgan. said under 
oath on the witness stand he would rather 
lend money on character than on col- 
lateral. Further questioned, he said he 
was. doing it every day—had just loaned 
over a million that very, day with no 
other security than the character of the 
man. Nehemiah succeeded because he was 
tied up with heaven (Psa. 104:24; 
112:1-3). 


Autobiography.—Every one unto his 
work (v. 15). “Blessed is the man whod 
has found his work.” Or you can put it 
the other way. Blessed is the man whose 
work has found him. God has a peg 
for every hole. Sometimes the square 
peg gets in the round hole—and vice 
versa. Then follow discontent, heart 
burning, and failure. Some men seem 
to be born to lead brass bands. Others 
to lead Fire Companies. They are bossy 
and venturesome. When I was in col- 
lege I was a great reader, but a desultory 
one, skipping around over everything. 
That bad intellectual habit gets a fellow 
nowhere. While I grazed over the whole 
meadow of English literature from 
Caedmon to Tennyson and helped the Pro- 
fessor get up the great chart of English 
literature, yet I was not an authority on 
the Elizabethan, Victorian, or any other 
section of English literature. Then I 
got religion. The Lord seeing this called 
Gabriel and said: “There is a young fel- 
low down yonder in Coatesville who has 
just the right kind of equipment for 
teaching men in Sunday-schools. Go call 
him and put him to work.” And—oh, 
well, here I am for fifteen years, and 
this very minute with a big company 
“gettin’ up” on the Sunday-school lesson 
—and every man and woman’ reaching 
from a single one to two thousand others 
with that “Busy Man’s Corner stuff.” 
Yes, my work found me and I am cer- 
tainly greatly blessed in it. I have 
friends all over the world, from Dan 
Crawford in the heart of Africa to the 
Woman-of-the-well up yonder in Quebec. 
If a fellow couldn’t be happy in a love 
as wide as the mails, heaven itself would 
be a disappointment to him. The only 
reason for referring to these personal 
matters here is because God wants to do 
a like service for every other child of 
his. The trouble is you want to boss 
your own job, As Cardinal Newman 
puts iti 
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“2 teead-0n-ten ond hates Gp Gan 
But now, lead Thou me on.” ~_—i. 

(isa. 42:6;.2 Cor. 6:1.) a) 
Coatesvitte, Pa. 


i “ 
The Illustration Round-Table. 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday. 


imes three months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
evesy anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
twe dollars for the best one each week. 


stand a chance of acceptan 
illustrations on the Golden Text. ~ 
Get Through Aiming! — So we built 
the wall (4:6). “One day,” says Charles 
Stelzle, “a particularly clever plan with 
regard to Sunday-school work was sug- 
gested to D. L. M by a man in his 
Bible class. ‘What do you think about 
this?’ Mr. Moody asked the superintend- 
ent of the school. ‘Why, we’ve been aim- 
ing to do that for two years,’ replied the 
superintendent. ‘Don’t you think it is 
about time you fired?’ laughed Mr. 
Moody.”—From the Christian F'erald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. (1) 


Tommy’s Plan.—But we made our 
prayer unto our God, and set a watch 
against them (v.9). The hired man who 
was coming home with a load of wood, 
placed master Tom on the top of the 
load. Just before reaching the farm, the 
team went briskly down a steep hill. As 
Tommy entered the house, his mother 
said, “Tommy, dear, were you not fright- 
ened when the horses were trotting so 
briskly down Crow Hill?” “Yes, Mother, 
a ittle,’.. replied Tommy honestly, “but 
I asked: the Lord to help me and hung 
on like a beaver.” Sensible Tommy. He 
joined working to praying. In all 
troubles, pray, and hang on like a beaver. 
—From Immanuel Messenger. Sent by 
Mary E:'Watson, Hartford, Conn. (2) 


Praying and Running.—But we made 
our prayer unto our God, and set a watch 
against ‘them (v. 9).° If a person really 
trusts in. God, ought he not to trust God 
to do everything that is needed? Or 
ought he sometimes to do things for him- 
self? An absurd little story has been 





told that throws light on this question. 
Two little girls were on their way to 
1 one morning, having been detai 
in starting, so that they were very much 
afraid that they were going to be late. 
“Let us kneel right down and ask God 
not to let us be late.” The other sj 
“No, I think I will run just as hard as 
can, and pray to God while I am run- 
ning to help me to get there on time.” 
It is not difficult to decide which of those 
two had the right idea about prayer and 
trust in-God. Did the one who ran as 
she prayed trust God any less than the 
other?—From The Sunday School: Times. 
Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn, (3)- 

Tht Watchful Eye.—And set a watch 
against them day and night (v. 9). A 
x a once paid a visit to India, and, 

ollowing the custom of that country, he 

hired a servant to fan him all night. 
Some servants only fan their masters un- 
til they fall asleep, and when they are 
about to wake they start fanning them 
as if they had been hard at work all 
night. This particular gentleman had a 
glass eye, which he used to take out every 
night and put on the table. To his great 
amusement, one morning, the gentleman 
heard his servant telling the other that 
he could not steal any time between his 
master’s naps, for he always took out 
one of his eyes and placed it on the table 
to watch him and so he was compelled 
to fan his employer all the night until 
the other eye awoke in the morning. The 
“Eye that Never Sleeps” is watching us 
in our watching.—From Sunday. Com- 

nion. Sent by the Rev. W. Haslam, 

.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, Eng. 


The Royal Engineers.—Our God will 
fight for us (Golden Text). Dan Craw- 
ford tells of an experience of himself 
and his party in returning to his African 
mission field after a furlough. A stream 
to be crossed was in flood, and there were 
no boats.. Haste in getting back was im; 
portant. The missionaries, camped, and 
prayed. After a time a tall. tree which 
had battled with the river for a century, 
perhaps, began to totter, and then fell— 
clear across the stream. “The Royal 
Engineers of Heaven,” Mr. Crawford 
said, “had laid ‘a pontoon bridge for 
God’s servants.”—Sent by W. E. Griffin, 
Atlantic City, N. J. Prize illustration. 

Precipice Climbing.—Our God will 
fight for us (Golden Text). Ibsen in 
one of his books describes two persons 
attempting a great climb in Norway. 
The people tried to hold them back, but 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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they were determined to go and do it, 
and the man shouts out to those who 
would detain him, “There is -no precipice , 
too steep for two.” Worth remembering, 
that! If God is the other, there is no 
recipice too steep for God and me, no 

Il too high, no difficulty too big, no 
sorrow too terrible, no duty too onerous 
if only you walk with God.—From the 
Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
may our trust in thee be the foundation of 
all our undertakings. Grant that we may 
so clearly know and so faithfully do thy will 
that the work committed to our care may be 
done with confidence and courage. May we 
not be turned aside from duty by clamor or 
persuasion. We would hold steadily to’ thy 
leadings without turning aside because of 
any allurement of fear or favor. And while 
we pray may we not neglect to watch with 
an alertness quickened and sustained by thine 
own indwelling, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Two barriers 
against the coming of an enemy—prayer 
and watching—these Nehemiah used. 
The upward look, and the outward look 
never take too much time and seldom 
anywhere nearly enough time. Are you 
trying to build without prayer? Are you 
trying to build without guarding against 
the enemies of good work for God? Any 
work is successful work if done in ac- 
cordance with God’s will. So let's not 
be afraid of the sneers and shouts and 
threats of others. Pray and watch, and 
let the work go.on. Trust God! He is 
your God. Let us pray. 


PRAYING Workine- 
REMEMBER OUR GOD 











"4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Work, for the night is coming.” 
“Hark! the voice of Jesus crying.” 
“Faith is the victory.” 
“Carry the sunlight wherever you go.” 
“Do something for others.” 
. “I am praying for you.” 
“The fight is on.” 
“Oh, happy day, that fixed my choice.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also, some other parts of. Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 48: 1-14 (111 : 1-3). 
Psalm 126: 1-g (261 : 1-3). 
Psalm 60: 1-12 (129 : 1-3). 
Psalm 87 : 1-7 (173 : 1-4). 
Psalm 77 : 1-20 (x61 : 1-4). 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


| Season TeacuinGc.—God helps those 
who pray. 

Review.—Recall how Nehemiah prayed 
to go to Jerusalem to help rebuild the 
walls. God heard and answered his 
prayer, so that King Artaxerxes gave 
permission and sent soldiers to guard him 
on the way and ordered the governors 
beyond the river to furnish food, timber, 
and other things which might be needed. 
Tell of Nehemiah’s night survey of the 
ruined walls and how he encouraged the 
people to rise up and build. 

Note.—Blocks piled cn a table or plate 
form may indicate the rubbish heaps to 
be cleared away and built into a wall, 
After the story the children will enjoy 
having a part in this. 

Lesson Story—In olden times every 
city needed a wall for protection. At 
one time Jerusalem was so big and strong 
that its wall needed many gates. By 
their names we can tell what some of 
them were used for or where they led. 
There were the sheep gate, fish gate, old 
gate, valley gate, fountain gate, .water 
gate, horse gate and east gate. Besides 
these there were the great tower and the 
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tower of the furnaces. In one place 
there had been a very broad wall and in 
another, by the king’s garden, was the 
Siloam wall which had some stairs which 
led down to the pool of water. Then 
there was an armory near the corner 
where the wall turned, also a prison 
court. All of these were in ruins; all 
needed to be rebuilt, besides the long 
parts of the solid wall. ae, 

It was a big job, but Nehemiah knew 
that many hands make light work, so he 
planned for everybody to work on the 
wall nearest to the place where he lived. 


druggists were expected to help. Some 
of the big girls were ready to help too. 

lans were made so quickly and quietly 
that the work began very soon. Trouble 
began too, for Sanballat and Tobiah, who 
were neighboring enemies, did not want 
Jérusalem to become a strong city again. 
At first they made fun, for Sanballat 
said, What do those feeble Jews think 
that they can do? Tobiah said, If a fox 
should run over their wall it would break 
down. 

Then Nehemiah prayed: Hear us, O 
God, for we are despised; turn back 
their reproaches upon themselves. God 
helped Nehemiah by giving the people a 
mind to work, so they soon had half of 
the wall started. 

When $anballat, Tobiah and other ene- 
mies heard that the wall was going up, 
they planned to come and fight to hinder 
the workmen. They said, They shall 
not see us until we stop the work. Again 
Nehemiah prayed and set watchmen day 
and night. 

The work was hard. Pefore long some 
of the Jews got tired and said to Nehe- | 
miah, There is so much rubbish and the 
loads are heavy; we are not able to build 
this big wall. Nehemiah encouraged 
them to go on. As the walls were built 
higher, he placed armed men upon them 
and behind them with swords, spears, 
bows and arrows and said, Be not afraid, 
remember the Lord, who will help us. 
Fight for your homes, 

As the work went on, half of the men 
worked while the other half guarded 
them. Those who worked had swords at 
their sides, 

Nehemiah arranged trumpet signals. 
The trumpeter stayed beside him. Nehe- 
miah said, The work is great and we 
are separated far from each other on the 
wall... When you hear the trumpet, hurry 
to that place, for God will fight for us. 

Each day the work went on from 
sunrise until the stars appeared. Nehe- 
miah ordered everybody to stay inside the 
walls at night. He and other officers 
never undressed except to wash their 





clothes. They wanted to be ready at any | 
time, 

Four times Sanballat tried to coax Ne- 
hemiah to come down to the plain to talk 
to him. Nehemiah answered, I am- doing 
a great work and cannot come down. 
Then Sanballat sent word, We know 
that you want to be king, which wasn’t 
true. 

Before long the wall was finished, ex- 
cept the gates and bars. Sanballat and 
Tobiah tried one more plan to catch Ne- | 
hemiah. They sent a ‘messenger to tell 
Nehemiah that he would be killed unless | 
he hid in the temple. Nehemiah an- 
swered, Should such a man as I flee? I 
will not go in. Z 

Nehemiah thanked God for helping him 
in every time of trouble. At last the 
wall was finished fifty-two days after the 
work started. The gates and bars were 
put in their places. Nehemiah appointed 
guards for the gates and gave orders 
that they should not be opened until broad 
daylight, that they should be guarded 
through the day, to be shut and barred 
before dark. Watchmen should be 
chosen because the city was large, the 
people few, and not many houses had 
been built. 

The time was near for a great thanks- 
giving, because God had been their helper 
until the work was done. Nehemiah said, 
We made our prayer unto our God. 
help~ #hose who pray. 

Peoria, It, 

we 
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Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








i Nehemiah: Wall Burlder 
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Suggestions fof Using Little Jetts in Class 


The enemies of Nehemiah used every known 
device which the devil has invented to hinder 
God’s work, beginning with Tobiah’s fox. 
Ridicule is as subtle to undermine purpose as 
the fox is crafty. They used threats of dire 
disaster, they used conspiracy and feigned 
friendliness; in the meantime the devil started 
a backfire of discontent and terror among the 
Jews themselves. It is interesting to go 
through chapters 4, 5, and 6 and catalogue 
the discouragements which Nehemiah faced. 

Put down next, four W’s employed so suc- 
cessfully by this stalwart servant of God, in 
overcoming all opposition, both within and 
without. si 

Worship. “Nevertheless, we made our 
prayer unto God.” “Have we trials and temp- 
tations? Is there trouble anywhere? We 
should never be discouraged; take it to the 
Lord in prayer.” 

Watch. “We set a watch against them 
day and night.” God gave us eyes to see 
with—spiritual eyes, as well, to detect the 
dangers. Jesus said, “‘Watch and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation.’?” Would you pray 
for a safe voyage and then close the windows 
of the pilot house? Never. 

Weapons. “I . set the people with 
their swords, their spears and their bows.” 
Every man is given the means with which to 
fight. We are not softshell crabs—defenseless. 
“Stir up the gift that is in you, for God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

Work. “So built we the wall . . . for 
the people had a mind to work.”’ Lowell says: 
“No man is born into the world, whose work 
Is not born with him; there is always work, 
And tools to work withal for those who will; 
And blessed are the horny hands of toil!” 

Work rarely kills a man; it is Worry that 
kills. The above quartet is invincible. 


Greensporo, N. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Nehemiah’s task; (2) plan; (3) 
method; (4) and success. 








you can use four girls on the topics 
above to prepare and present the 


‘| story of this lesson, following the intro- 


duction by a fifth—Nehemiah’s request 
and its granting, chapter 2:1-8. Note 
carefully that in: the 
asking the king to let him go to Jeru- 
salem, Nehemiah prayed before he-spoke, 
doubtless without a change of body or 
face, just one of those swift, silent, lift- 
ing-of-the-heart prayers that are the kind 
we can make “without ceasing.” No 
other story in our Bible better illus- 
trates Paul’s injunction than this one of 
Nehemiah’s ceaseless activity. We can 
work and pray at the same time. 


1. Right here belongs a clear descrip- 
tion of the situation of Jerusalem,—per- 
haps a simple drawing of its three chief 
hills and old walls can be copied for 
your board from a Bible dictionary, and 
this, with a good photograph or two, will 
make vivid the words of this boak. By 
searching chapters 2 and 3 a list of at 
least ten different gates can be named, 
out of the possible twenty, though the 
location of only a few is at all certain. 
Upon the success of this step in the les- 
son depends the next, for no understand- 
ing of Nehemiah’s great task can be 
gained without a clear knowledge of the 
city whose ruined walls he rebuilt in such 
a marvelously short time. 


2. The third girl must read attentively 
2:9 to 4:6, and then describe to the other 


girls the state in which Nehemiah found |f 


those old. walls and burned gates when 
he rode around them that third night 
after he reached Jerusalem. Don’t you 
think it must have been a moonlight 
night? Or did one of his little party 
carry a torch *by which to investigate 
first-hand his task of first removing the 
hindering piles of rubbish, seventy years 
old, and then of rebuilding the protec- 
tion wall and its huge gates. ‘Foreseeing 
the need, Nehemiah had already secured 
the necessary timbers for the work. So 
when this secret survey was done he was 
ready to lay his plan before the people. 
Why do you think he kept all his prepa- 
tations so quiet that up to this time ap- 
parently only _Sanballat and Tobiah, of 
the out-dwelling tribes, understood that 
his arrival meant the welfare of Jeru- 
salem? 


3. Girl numbér four ought to be ready 
to give Nehemiah’s general plan of pre- 
senting his purpose to the rulers, nobles 
and priests (2:16, 17-20), and then of 
getting just -the right people interested 
in. each part of the great undertaking; 
as, for instance, Eliashib the high priest 
with his fellow-priests building the sheep 
gate, with its adjacent walls. This third 
chapter gives a picture of many interest- 
ing details of the life of the city at that 
period, its social customs, business, and 
other features. Could one of your girls 
construct a story of life in Jerusalem, in 
Nehemiah’s day, from this study, keep- 
ing her background true to the record 
found here? 


4. The most striking part of it all is 
this—Nehemiah’s method: first, winning 
the interest of eyery class and family, 
then inspiring them all not only with his 
own deep love for the city of their 
fathers, but with a living trust in their 
fathers’ God, whose “good hand” he 
recognized at every step. See how per- 
fectly Nehemiah illustrated Proverbs 
3:5, 6. With his own words in 2:20 for 
a working motto, they “earnestly re- 
paired” that ruined wall “unto half the 
height thereof; for the people had a mind 
to work.” 

When the work was well begun his 
two bitter enemies, Sanballat and To- 
biab, set about frustrating it, but Nehe- 
miah’s ever-ready remedy saved him and 
his work: read his prayer ‘in 4:4, 5, and 
again his statements concerning it in 
verses 9, 14, and 20. (1) 


very emergency of’ 
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ing, watching, and praying, never ceasing 
any one of the three until victory was 
won. You must finish this great story 
by reading 6:15-16—the wall completed 
in fifty-two days, and even the enemies 
knowing that “this work was wrought 
of our God,” through the consecrated 
working, watching and praying inspired 
by Nehemiah, whose heart was moved 
when he heard the story of defenseless 
Jerusalem. (2) 

_ Teachers, here is your-opportunity to 
install the morning watch in the lives 
of your girls, and, once they feel the 
power of true prayer in their own lives, 
they will keep it for its own sake. At a 
recent Young People’s State Conference in 
the South, the two hundred and fifty boys 
and girls respondéd to the 7:15 A. M. 
bugle,—one hundred per cent.,—pouring 
out of the dormitories around the old 
campus until there were many groups of 
a dozen each dotted about under the great 
old oaks, on the library steps, on the 
terrace,, by the fountain,—too far apart 
for the voice of prayer, lifted from the 
hearts of nearly every one of that two 
hundred and fifty, to reach any other 
group than their own little “family 
circle.” But the verses of old and new 
hymns mingled with the early morning 
songs of the thrushes that nested above 
the heads of the young worshipers who 
were learning to love to pray. (3) 


Home Study 


Read Nehemiah 5-7, to see how he was 
saved and saved his city. 


DECATUR GA. 
we 


From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Real. “wealth,’”’ and how to invest it. 


Ways in which: we as a,class can make 
our lives count as Nehemiah’s did. 





EHEMIAH’S life-problems weren't 

so far different from those our own 
boys are facing. Let us apply some. of 
them to-day, praying that we may 
used to deliver an upbuilding message 
with a point that will stick. 

Bring up again, briefly, the things you 
covered last Sunday about the man Nehe- 
miah and his work: his wealth (we may 
safely assume he was at least well-to- 
do) ; his:great personal influence with the 
king; his placé of authority in the realm. 

Remind the boys of the dangers of 
that wilderness journey and of the dis- 
comfort of “roughing it” in Jerusalem, 
as contrasted with the comforts of the 
old life at Shushan, 

Emphasize on top of it all the hardest 
thing Nehemiah had to bear: the sus- 
picions of his own friends and the taunts 
of his enemies, charging treason and 
prophesying failure. 

Did the fact that Nehemiah had had 
that fine position and all those other ad- 
vantages back in Babylon make it more, 
or less, important that he go out of his 
way to help his countrymen in Jerusalem? 
Why? Let the boys “say their minds” 
for a moment without expressing your 
thought either way; then lead them into 
a little discussion about what really 
makes up wealth in our time. 

What are some of the things in your 
life and mine to-day, besides money and 
great influence, that could be counted as 
wealth? See how many the boys can 
think up before you add any: Righteous- 
ness, Health, Strength, Time, Friend- 
ships, Education, Happiness, Powers of 
Leadership. 

Now the value of riches depends en- 
tirely on the way they are invested. How 
does God expect us to “invest” the above 
and other forms of wealth that he en- 
trusts to our keeping? In other words, 
what practical use can the boys and their 
teacher make of the things beside money 
that we have just classed as “wealth”? 

Go back for a minute to whatever de- 
cision your clags made about Nehemiah’s 
responsibility to his people. If the boys 
voted then that his wealth and position 
put him under extra necessity of helping 


Again see how superbly this work- his people, instead of selfishly holding on 
man of God knew how to combine work- to, and enjoying it, ask how the same 


















































































Lesson for September 3 
Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 


rule could apply to the lives of boys in 
Sunday-school. 

There are big, important jobs. in every 
community, waiting to be uncovered by 
just the sort of thinking that questions 
like this can stir up. Suppose, just to, 
suggest one or two, that your boys are 
at an age where they can be trusted to 
drive a car safely; and suppose there are 
at least two or three machines represented 
in your group. 
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and running right along with him was 
a great big shaggy-haired dog, with 
‘the nicest -wayging tail Peterkin, had ever 
seen. The little ragged boy did not 
notice Peterkin, but Barney the wagging- 
‘tail dog sniffed a good big sniff of candy 
as they passed, and he turned back and 
left his own little master — Jimmy 
Trout —to follow Peterkin. For a few 
steps he walked on his hind legs beg- 





Wouldn’t it be an “investment” that 
would pay dividends two or three differ- 
ent ways at least, if some of these young 
Nehemiahs of yours were to shoulder the 
job of taking some shut-ins to church 
and back? 

Or how about the gang across the rail- 
road who do not go anywhere to Sunday- 


school from one year’s end to the next? © 


They’re “regular fellows” in their way 
when we meet them other places; it 
would be a fine thing both for them and 
our class-if we got them started coming 
with us. Doesn’t the fact that God has 
especially blessed and helped us put an 
obligation onus to help them live 
straight? 

Try picking out one or two things near 
home, to illustrate the kind of “obliga- 
tions” you mean; then ask the boys’ ideas 
on: those and leave it to them to name 
some others. You may find before you 
get through, that the class has uncovered 
a whole new big job for itself! 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) 


How much time do you think ought to 
be giverr to Bible reading, out of the 
busy lives of people in 1922? 

In just what ways is the Bible differ- 
ent, to you, from any other book? 

What are some of the greatest bene- 
fits that busy people can get from regu- 
lar Bible reading? 

Do you think it would be worth pay- 
ing the price of seeming “old-fashioned” 


‘and “queer” to carry a small Testament 


in your pocket and read it in ‘your spare’ 
moments, — even though those spare mo- 
ments happen to be spent in a street-car 
or other crowded public place? 

Do you think that regular habits of 
Bible study by the people of a whole 
nation would have anything to do with 
the success or ruin of that nation? If 
so, what? 


Hupson, On10, 





[ Children at Home 





Wagtail Barney and 
Little Peterkin 
By Nina Halvey 


IS full name was Peter Foulkrod 

Pensing, jr., but his family thought 
that was far too big a name to give the 
little bundle that Nurse called “Baby” 
on the day he came to live at the big 
Pensing House —and so his dear little 
mother shortened it to “Peterkin,” and 
his grandfather and his two grand- 
mothers and his aunties and uncles all 
called him Peterkin, but to his Daddy he 
was Peter, Junior, every day of the week 
all the year round. 

The house on Manor Avenue where 
little Peterkin came to live that nice 
es day was a very large brownstone 

ouse, with a great black iron railing 
all around it —it was much the biggest 
house for blocks, for Peterkin’s grand- 
father and Peterkin’s father were very, 
very rich men. There .wasn’t a toy you 
can think of that was not in his play- 
room, and everything he wished for he 
got, and so he was a happy little boy, 
but very lonely for some other boy to 
play with him. 

One day when he was eight years old 
his nurse took him out on the busy 
avenue for a walk; it was just before 
his lunch time, and the sunshine of the 
spring day made him very happy. A few 
blocks from his home they met a ragged 
little boy just about two years older 
than Peterkin—he was whistling the 
gayest tune Peterkin had ever heard, 


| oquiet the bo 
1 o 


pulled him roughly away. 

“Master Peter, don’t you dare touch 
that dog. He is a great big ugly dog, 
and he’ll bite you.” 

“But, Nurse, he wants a piece of my 
candy, —let me give him just a teeny 
little piece. I have lots. . 

By this time Jimmy Trout had turned 
and had taken hold of the shabby leather 
collar around his pet’s neck and tried 
to drag him away. 

“He won’t hurt you, little boy, but he’s 
hungry, that’s all—we didn’t have any 
breakfast ‘this morning, and last night 
he only had a very little supper.” 

“You didn’t have any breakfast — 
doesn’t your mother make you eat a dish 
of oatmeal every morning ?— mine does.” 

“I haven’t had any oatmeal for a long 
time — my father he’s lost his job, an 
so he can’t buy much to eat, and Barney 
and me have to divvy up; my mother 
and father like Barney, but they’d be 
terribly ashamed to see him begging.” 

The nurse was paying no attention to 
her little charge now, for just as Jimmy 
came back for his dog she had met a 
friend of hers, another nursemaid, and 
they were chatting away, forgetting all 
about the children. 

“Come on, Barney —s’long, little boy. 
I’m sorry. the dog scared you.” 

“He didn’t scare me a bit—I’m not 
afraid of dogs. Here, take my candy, 
and here’s a quarter daddy gave me to 
buy crayons with—go to the store and 
buy something to eat, and be sure you 
buy Barney a bone.” 

‘No, I can’t take your money, but I’ll 
take the candy: for this dog, and maybe 
he'll: give me some —he’s awful good 
that way for a dog, but you keep the 
quarter and buy your crayons; your 
father will want you to.” 

Jimmy darted across the busy street, 
and Barney followed close on his heels. 

- Peterkin looked ‘at his nurse, and find- 
ing her busily talking he rushed after 
the pair. In all Peterkin’s eight years 
he had never crossed a street alone, 
| and he knew nothing of traffic signals. 
As he ran he called out, “Please, boy, 
take my money.” . Jimmy turned when 

he had reached the curb to wave a 

good-bye to the little fellow, and both 
he and Barney at the same instant saw 
the terrible danger their little follower 


| was in— without a second’s hesitation 
| the dog leaped back into the street, and 


with a great force threw his heavy body 
and knocked him out 

the path of two automobiles which 
were bearing down on him. 

One chauffeur saw the little fellow’s 
danger, and was able to throw on his 
brakes in time to escape hitting him, but 
the other machine struck the dog a ter- 
rific blow and threw him many feet 
away. Traffic stopped and the officer on 
duty came running from his signal post. 
He picked the frightened little boy up 
and put him on his feet, and nurse led 
him to the curb. Then the policeman 
leaned over the dog. Jimmy had reached 
his side first and was sobbing out, “Oh, 

_ Barney, .don’t you know me— it’s 
| Jimmy.” 

|; “Sonny,” the big officer said kindly, 
| “come now, we'll lift the poor crea- 
| ture over here out of the way. I’m 
afraid he is hurt bad, but he was a 
brave, good dog to save that little boy 
—now come help me to lift him.” 

“Say, Policeman, aren’t there dog doc- 
tors who come and help to make dogs 
well—I can’t pay him in money, but 
I'll run errands for him every day to 
pay him if he cures Barney —say, Po- 
liceman, don’t you know where a dog 
doctor lives?” 

Nurse had left Peterkin. in charge of 
her friend on the pavement, and had 
pushed her way through the crowd 
which had gathered. She leaned over 
Jimmy and whispered to him, 

“You stay here with your dog, and 
I'll get a doctor — the little boy’s father 





ging for a bite of candy, and Peterkin’ 
sepeee to break a bit off, but his nurse 
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would want me to do anything I could 
for him.” And she was off to the near- 
est telephone. 

In a very few minutes a blue ambu- 
lance came. In large yellow letters it 
had printed on its side “Dog Ambulance.” 
The doctor jumped out—looked at 
Barney, and then turned to poor little 
heartsick Jimmy. 

“This your dog, little fellow? Well, 
dry your eyes, his leg is broken, and 
he’s scared, but we'll fix him. up _all 
right, and in a few days he will be 
wagging his old tail as hard as he can 
wag.” After talking a few minutes to 
nurse, he xently lifted Barney into the 
ambulance, and helping Jimmy up beside 
him on the seat they drove away. 

Peterkin begged to go along, but 
Nurse promised that she woul take 
him later in the day or bright and early 
the next morning when Barney felt a 
little better. 

Peterkin’s lovely mother cried as she 
heard all about the incident, and held 
her little boy tight to her, and that 
night when daddy Pensing came home 
and was told ali about it he first tele- 
phoned to the dog hospital and inquired 


for Barney, and then he said to Peter- 
in, 
“Peter, Junior, to-morrow morning 


you and I will go to the hospital even 
before I go-down to the office, and we 
will shake that dog’s well paw and thank 
him for his brave act.” And Nurse 
told Cook that there were tears in his 
eyes when he said it. 

So next morning the great big gra 
automobile which belonged to-Peterkin’s 
father stoppcd in front of the dog hos- 
pital, and Peter, Junior, holding tight 
to his daddy’s hand, walked up the steps 
and went in. 

There was Barney with his sore paw 
wrapped up, and beside him was Jimmy 
holding a bowl of the nicest breakfast a 
dog ever had, which the good doctor 
had fixed for his patient. Peterkin pat- 
ted Barney, and his father stroked the 
great shaggy head with tenderness and 
then he took Jimmy’s hand in his great 
big one and said, 

“My boy, your dog can’t understand 
how much I thank him for saving my 
little son’s life and risking his own, but 
I am going to try in some measure to 
pay him back. eter, Junior, tells me 
you and your family need food and that 
your father needs work. Well, I need 
a man On my place to work, and Peter, 
Junior, needs a boy to play games that 
his old Dad cannot play any more, and 
we all want Barney where by our kind- 
ness we can thank him in a way for the 
great things he has done for us. Come, 
we will go and talk it over with your 


father, my lad. Old Wag-tail there 
will be well taken care of by Doctor 
Jones until we come and move him to 
our home.” And Barney, seeing a great 
kindness in the man’s eyes, feebly wag- 
ged his tail. 

Ten long years afterwards Peter 
Foulkrod Pensing, Sr., was looking out 
of a window of his country home, and 
as: he saw three: figures moving across 
his lawn he smiled and said aloud to 
himself, , 

“Those three are great pals — Peter, 
—_e, Jimmy Trout, and poor old lame 

arney dog” —and he waved gayly ‘to 
the trio from the window. 


PHILADELPHIA. 








You Must Own This Book 


From Genesis to Revelation 
By MILpRED BERRY 
$2.00 
What three Christian stalwarts say of it 


**It is pertectly sound.’’ Theron H. Rice (So. 
Presbyterian.) 

** By reading a chapter a day,a month’s time 
will give the reader a better know ledge of the 
Bible than he has ever had before.”’ J. A. Sing- 
master (Lutheran.) 

** Of remarkable value.”” John Timothy Stone 
(No. Presbyterian.) 

Make up your mind to order now. From the 
nearest book seller or 


The Macmillan Company, 64-66 Fifth Ave., 


NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 











“THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION” 


JAMES H. McCONKEY’S LATEST BOOK 


Is the last book of the Bible a difficult one for 
you? Here is a little book written to help you 
understand it. Short, concise, simple. 30,000 
copies circulated since last summer. To do 
the most possible good it is sent entirely 
free, postpaid. Address, Silver Publishing 
Co., Dept. S., Bessemer Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Beacon Lights of Business 


LONG perilous coasts, lighthouses throw 
their guiding rays far into the night to warn 
the mariners and help them safely past the shoals. 


Business, too, has its beacons. They are the 
advertisements, which throw a powerful light to 
guide you in your buying. They show you, 
what to buy, where to cr and when to buy. 


Spend a few minutes running through the ad- 
vertisements in this publication. Then buy the 
products that have proved up in the light of 
advertising. 


Manufacturers who advertise deliberately focus 
thousands of eyes on their products. Their 
wares must be good, their values Aonest and 
their prices right or they could not advertise 
successfully. 


In the advertisements you see products that have 
made good under the critical inspection of buy- 
ers. These products are full value products. 
They return you dollar for dollar. _ Buy them. 


Let the beacon of advertising guide you as it is 
guiding so many astute buyers. 


; 
Then you can know that every cent you spend 
buys its full quota of value. 




















Striking Chapter Titles 
from a new book: 


THE CONDITION OF KINGSHIP. 
THE Divine IDEAL ATTAINABLE. 
DESPAIR OF SELF. 
SEPARATION FROM SIN. 
LireE-LONG SURRENDER. 
Union 1N Curist’s DEATH. 
THE FINALITY OF DEDICATION. 
Rest THrRouGH ADJUSTMENT. 
THE INDWELLING GLORY. 
THe Lorp Our KEEPER. 


These are but ten of the twenty-one chapters in 
the new book on the Victorious Life entitled 


Reigning in Life 
By J. East Harrison 


It is a fresh, simple, but searching and compre- 
hensive message on the Life of Victory in Christ, 
different from any book hitherto published, yet 
effering only that blessed old Gospel of salvation 
from death and sin which is normal New Testa- 
ment Christianity. 


In handsome cloth binding, 212 pages, $1.50, from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 














{ with the New Books 





Modern Religious Liberalism: The Dé- 
structiveness and Irrationality of the 
New Theology (By John Horsch).— 
The author of this timely book is a 
layman, not a professional theologian, 
and in some respects it is all the better 
for that fact No one can accuse him 
of other than a disinterested motive in 
entering thé arena of theological de- 
bate. It is also interesting and import- 
ant to know that knowledge is not mon- 
opolized by the so-called. specialists» in 
either* theology or science. Some men 
of science and Biblical criticism are so 
narrow that they resent the coming of 
a layman into théir special fields as an 
intrusion. For this reviewer’s part, he 
welcomes John Horsch, 

He proves from start to finish that 
he has adequate knowledge of the sphere 
he traverses. He also proves that he 
knows what true and fundamental Chris- 
tianity is, having both knowledge and 
experience of its tee power, [I 
know of no recent book that goes after 
the liberalistic theology and negative 
criticism more searchingly than this 
work does. The sub-title might give 
the impression that it is vituperative in 
tone; but it is not; it is argumentative 
and expository. ; 

By riumerous quotations from the lib- 
eralistic writers, giving titles and pages 
in almost every instance, he shows pre- 
cisely what they teach, so that one who 
runs may read and see just how sapping 


and sniping their tenet’s are in respect to | 


the foundational doctrines of our Chris- 
tian faith. Another matter becomes clear 
through this exposé, namely, that a com- 
promise between evangelical and latitu- 
dinarian positions is impossible. 

Another point is brought out in bold 
relief — that the so-called “new theology” 
is not only unbiblical, but anti-Biblical. 
Thus evangelical Christianity, at all 
events, has the Bible on its side. If the 
liberalistic tenets are correct, this poor 
world has no sure guide in religion; 
nothing but poor, erring, sinful human 
reason, which has proved its abortive 
character in the ethnic religions, human 
philosophies, the deism of: England, the 
atheism of France, and the rationalism 
of Germany. 

Mr. Horsch gives a merciless exposure 
of the weakness of the theology that is 
handed out by the Chicago Divinity 
School, Union Seminary, in New York, 
and other schools of the same order. 
His reading has been extensive and in- 
tensive; he knows how to correlate 
material gathered from many sources; it 
is a good ang strong book; it should have 
a wide circulation and influence. (Fun- 
damental Truth Depot, Scottdale, Pa., 
$1.75, net.) : 


The Kingdom of God’s Dear Son (By 
Bishop Warren Akin Candler, D.D., 
LL.D.).—This book consists of the Quil- 
lian Lectures for 1921 delivered at 
Emory College, Atlanta. The theme is 
the kingdom of God in Christ as it is 
recorded in Scripture, and it is rightly 
said that this is the supreme truth of 
the Word of God. Bishop Candler 


traces the teaching about the kingdom, 


through the Bible, and it is shown to 
cover all the ages fromthe commencement 
to the consummation of the Divine pur- 
poses, when the kingdoms of this world 


| shall have become the kingdom of Christ. 
| The lectures take up in outline each 


stage, and it is very impressive to note 
the sweep of the kingdom when it is thus 
presented in the fulness and variety of 
Scripture teaching. Bible students will 
profit greatly by following the progress 
of the kingdom under the guidance of 
this book. It is full of good things and 
is written with great enthusiasm for 
its subject. In these days of hazy and 
erroneous thinking it is delightful to 
note the author’s strong insistence on 
the impossibility of identifying the king- 
dom of God with an improved social 
order (p. 169). Not reconstruction but 
regeneration is what “our confused, per- 
plexed, and burdened race needs most” 
(p. 171). There are two points on which 
the author will not satisfy every reader. 
There is no sufficiently clear distinction 
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between the church and the kingdom, 
and no proper recognition of the differ- 
ent dispensations (as well as the chron- 
ological periods) of God’s attitude to 
man. The author’s reference to premil- 
lennialism as “vain and idle and profit- 
less supercalendared speculations” (p. 
179) is not quite fair, for there are many 
premillenarians who are far removed 
from any idea of “supercalendared spec- 
ulations,” and whose convictions about 
the absolute necessity of the new birth 
are as strong as those of Bishop Candler 
himself. As a matter of fact there is 
singularly little in the book with which 
the most convinced premillennialist would 
not agree. Apart from these two points 
the book will prove of genuine interest 
and real profit for its general view of 
the kingdom of God as the supreme pur- 
pose of God for the- world. (Publishing 
House of _the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South, Nashville, Tenn.; Dallas, 
Texas; Richmond, Va., $1.50.) 


Workers with God (By W. H. 
Greever, D.D.).—During the past year 
much of the Christian Church has been 
more actively engaged with the question 
of stewardship than with any other prob- 
lem. A most timely and valuable con- 
tribution to the subject comes from Dr. 
Greever, who moves the whole question 
out of the commercial and legal realm, 
where it has so largely been, into the 
spiritual realm, where its source must 
ever be. Many people have been saying 
that money is so far from being the 
acid test that it is the very easiest thing 
one can give. The offering up of one’s 
personality as a hidden, inner sacrifice, 
in overflowing love and gratitude to 
God, who first loved us, resulting in a 
life devoted to doing His will, rightly 
says Dr. Greever, is the real test of stew- 
ardship. Its first requisite, he finds, . is 
a deeply developed spiritual life, a reai - 
communion with Jesus Christ which 
makes the serving of him in family and 
business and social life not only the 
chief joy of living but its most prac- 
tical effort. Dr. Greever has performed 
an excellent service in restoring the em- 
phasis upon the most salient feature of 
stewardship, the personal devotion to 
Jesus Christ which has ever been in his- 
tory the origin of Christian benevolence. 
(United Lutheran Publication House, 
Philadelphia, 90 cts.) 


“The Sunday School and the Pastor,” 
by John T. Faris, gives practical hints 
for the pastor who wants to help the 
Sunday-school. It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company at 50 
cts, postpaid. 














Lesson for September 3 
Nehemiah 3:1 to 7:4 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





September 10. God’s Commands and Our 
Obedience. Psa. 119 : 33-40. 

September 17. Getting an Education. 
9: I-11. 

September 24. How Can We Help Fofeign 
Mission Work? Isa. 6:1-8. (Missionary 
meeting.) 

October 1. Better Work. Rom. 12: 9-11, 
(Consecration meeting. Rally Day sug- 
gested.) ° 


Prov. 





Sunday, September 3 


Better 
(Acts 20 : 31-35) 
(Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—Honest Acquiring (Eph. 4:28). Bos- 
ton’s great mérchant> Amos Lawrence, who, 
during his lifetime, gave away in charities 
over seven hundred thousand dollars addi- 
tional to the fortunes he left by his will to 
his relatives, was the soul of honesty. He 
knew the joy of “working that which is 
good . . + .% give.” 

_Tues.—Faithful Spending (Isa. 55: 1-3). No 
“labour satisfieth” that is not prompted by 
love. One friend has been robbed, another 
is too ill to work, another is giving her life 
to Christ for the natives of the Sudan. Oh, 
the joy of spending for these loved ones 
and the Master! 

Wed.—Generous Giving (Luke 6: 38). 
this not true of giving? 

“Talk not of wasted affection, 
Affection never was wasted; 

If it enrich not the heart of another, 
Its waters returning 

Back to their springs like rain 

Shall fill them full of refreshment. 
That which the fountain sends forth 
Returns again to the fountain.” 

Thurs.—Systematic Giving (2 Cor. 9 : 6-12). 
The systematic giver learns ‘“‘that richly en- 
joying all sufficiency at all times you may 
have ample means for all good works” 
(Weymouth). Paul Rader says that some 
folks toss a. nickel to God as they would to 
a blind man. The true method is obvious. 

Fri.—Proportionate Giving (1, Cor. 16 : 1-3). 
“When one feels the pinch of poverty every 
day it is important that he should 
bear in mind that nine cents will go farther 
than ten cents would go_in providing for 
himself when that other cent has 
been paid to the Lord who claims it as His 
own.”—Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, 

Sat.—Giving Ourselves (2 Cor. 8: 1-3). How 
humiliating it must be.to a wife to have to 
accept anything from an unloving husband! 
It is impessible for us to really give to God 
without first offering Him a loving heart. 


6¢>—\0 YOU love me?” a father is said 
to have asked his little daughter. 
“Then prove it by giving me_ those 
beads.”* The sacrifice was more than 
made up to her when the artificial product 
was replaced by real pearls. When God 
would test our love for him he says, 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house, and prove me if I will not open 
you" the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing.” Oh, what joy comes 
when. we perform “the act of love,” 
gladly reaching out to him whom our 
souls love what belongs to him and more, 
whispering with Solomon’s bride, “I am 
my beloved’s, and his desire is toward 
me. 
“The tithe of one’s income to the Lord 
is not a charity; it is one’s first and most 
pressing debt—a debt of honor; a sacred 
and supreme obligation, an obligation 
resting on each and every Christian be- 
liever. The tithe is not the outermost 
limit of the believer’s duty in religious 
giving, but it is the innermost limit. 
Many a Christian ought to give far more 
than this; never one ought to give less— 
less than one-tenth of his actual income, 
whether that income be little or large.”— 
H. Clay Trumbull. 


“Not every man who tithes goes on up 
the spiritual heights, but it remains true 
that this practical acknowledgment of the 
ownership of God over our lives is a 
gateway, and a natural one, to the 
heights.” “Are there not churches so 
busy raising their finances that they can 
only dream of getting out and reaching 
folks? To free their hands would be to 
free their souls as well, and would set 
them going for God."—Wm. H. Phelps. 
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What is the Tenth Legion, and why 
should we join it?—The Tenth Legion 


-is a roll kept by the United Society of 


Christian Endeavor containing the names 
of pledged tithers.- It is an encourage- 
ment to one’s self and to other Legioners 
to sign the tithing pledge and receive 
tithing literature. 


Why should we keep accounts with 
God?—“Will a man rob God?” asks the 
prophet. If we fail to keep aocounts 
with God we are very liable to cheat him 
of the little he demands as rental for 
body and life. He is not an extortionate 
landlord, but by demanding his rights he 
would lovingly* remind us that we were 
bought with a price, the blood of Jesus. 


How may our society give more than 
it is giving ?—Obtain tithing literature 
from your denomination or the United 
Society of Christian Endeavor, Boston. 
Educate your society in God's teaching 
on giving. Urge every member to give 
himself to God and then promise God 
at least a tenth of his income. Keep the 
missionary call ever before them. Pray 
and God will open hearts and pocketbooks 
and in so doing bless souls. 


Norwoop, OxI0, 





For Family Worship 


By the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
ool Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Unanswered Prayer” 


O TRUE prayer ever goes perma- 
nently unanswered. The rebuilding 
of the walls of Jerusalem was an answer 
to long-offered prayer, as will be also its 
becoming “the joy of the whole earth.” 
(See Saturday and Sunday’s readings.) 
Does some. reader of these lines still 
agonize for the granting of that oft-re- 
peated petition which he believes is ac- 
cording to the will of God? Let him 
refresh himself once more in the assur- 
ance afforded in the following’ enhearten- 
ing verses by F. G. Browning: 
“Unanswered yet? the prayer your lips have 
pleaded 
In agony of heart these. many years? 
Does faith begin to fail, is hope declining, 
And think you all in vain those falling 


tears? 

Say not the Father hath not heard your 
prayer, 

You shall have your desire sometime, some- 
where. 


“Unanswered yet? Faith cannot be unan- 
swered, 
Her feet are firmly planted on the Rock; 
Amid the wildest storms she stands un- 
daunted, 
Nor quails 
shock, 
She knows 
prayer, 
And cries, ‘It shall be done, sometime, some- 


" 


where!’ 


before the loudest thunder 


Omnipotence has heard her 


August 28 to September 3 
Mon.—Nehemiah 4:7-12. Plotting Enemies. 


Opposition to the Lord’s work is not a 
modern invention. Satan has been not 
only the accuser, but the hinderer, from 
the beginning. He uses wrath (v. 7) and 
conspiracy (v. 8) and: discouragement 
(v. 10) to accomplish his purposes. Ne- 
hemiah’s double resource was prayer and 
watchfulness (v. 9). Is it ours? 


PRAYER SvuGcGEstTions: Pray for the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, and especially 
just at present for Mr. Philip E, How- 
ard, president of The Sunday School 
Times Company, who is now in Belgium 
as a representative of the Mission Coun- 
cil-to study and report on present condi- 
tions. Pray for the supply of every need. 


Tues.—Nehemiah 4 : 13-21 Nehemiah 
Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem. 
The people made progress against their 
enemies when they labored with their 
armor on. Nehemiah’s “double resource” 
‘of prayer and watchfulness would have 
availed little without weapons. Paul em- 


(Continued on the next page) 








cAre your 
nerves sound 


? 


| gewoon authorities agree that 
children should let coffee and 
tea alone, that their nerves may be 
kept free from the caffeine drug 
disturbance, and grow up in natural 


health. 

















too? 







4 A BEVERAGE = 
Yad é of different parts of Wheat 
Seb a small portion of Molasses 
manyracryace ev Ss 
tumCereal Companys 
a] Garmur Creex,Micn,U.S.A. : 
WET WEIGHT FOUR OUNCES — Fy 









Isn’t this suggestion good for you, 


There’s charm for all and harm 
for none in Postum, that satisfying, 
wholesome cereal beverage which 
contains nothing to disturb nerves 
or digestion. Make the test today. 


Postum 
for Health 


**There’s a Reason’’ 


Made by 


Postum Cereal Co., 
Inc., 


Battle Creek, Mich. 








These great hymns still live. 


Do you know their story ? 


HOLD THE FORT had its origin in a message 
wigwagged from mountain te mountain during 
the Civil War. 

ONE SWEETLY SOLEMN THOUGHT re- 
formed a veteran gambler in far-off China. 


And do you know the story back of 
these hymns ? 
A Shelter in the Time of Storm 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Blessed Assurance 
Dare to Be a Daniel 
From Greenland’s sey Mountains 
How Firm a Foundation 
i Love to Tell the Story 
Jesus Lever of My Soul 
Just as | Am 
My Country 'Tis of Thee 
The Ninety and Nine 


MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF 
THE GOSPEL HYMNS 


By Ira D. Sankey 

Will tell you all about them, and about almost 

two hundred other often-used hymns. 

Invaluable for the evangelist or song leader. 

Exceptionally useful as an aid to the 
pastor or superintendent. 

A beautiful gift for father or mother who 
knew M and Sankey as the foremost 
evangelistic powers of their generation. 

410 pages, with 24 portraits of famous 
sacred composers 
TWO DOLLARS 
THE SUNDAY SCHOUL ‘TIMES COMPANY 
103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 














n answering ‘ advert! is »ments, 


Whe please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





Gye Sunday. School Times 


Philadelphia, August 19, 1922 





Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 

year. 

$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 

per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 


aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for eve1y ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent te 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Ce., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Cruises to the 
5 Continen 


Ce 


Rio Copcenaial sani Soduds ding 
the West Indies). 4 
on new S§.S. Mitcicros 4 * Hine” West 
Indies, Panama, Venezuela, Brazil, Rio 
de Janeiro and the Centennial Expo- 
sition. Rates $750 up 
Mediterranean Cruise. 65 delight- 
ful days on the famous 5S.S. “‘Rotter- 
£ isiting the Azores, Madeira, 
Lisbon, Gibraltar, Corsica, Naples, 
Athens, Feyet, Holy Land, Monte 
Carlo. Rates $625 up—Feb. 10, 1923 
2 Cruises Round-the-World. .125 
days of fascinati travel. Visiting 
Havana, Panama Francisco; Ha- 
waii, Japan, (14 da 6), Caine Philip- 
pines, Zam a, Java (4 days), India 
(21 days). New §.Ss.“ esolute” and 
“Volendam” Jan. 9 and 16,'23. $1050 up 
Write for Illustrated Booklets 


Raymond & Whitcomb Co. 


* 22a Beacon Street, Boston 
MMT LMS 
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The Best Security 
In the World 


For 27 years this old, 
conservative institution 
has invested only in first 
mortgages on improved 
real estate—the safest se- 
curity in (pe world 


RE 


AB PRE RL IEE EIT BOR ELA. LALEO LDL ISLET 


For 27 years we have paid $¢ on Two- 
hic 


Year Time Certificates w 
for $100 or more. 


Write for Booklet, 
“6% and Safety.” 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 


SO SNA RAS RO EENIE BEL NRA 


ISCRIMINAT 
Rally Day Supplies 


The School that thinks anything of itself 
will give Rally Day the most thought- 
ful and prayerful consideration To in- 
sure a successful Rally Day write for 
our Budget listing our five new Cards 
and Button and the great service ‘* Ring 
True,” by C. Harold Lowden. A postai 
card request will do 


we issue 











“ The wisest cent you ever spent”’ 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 
Philadelphia 














New Songs of Praise and Power 
1-2-3 Combined 


THE BEST BOOKS OF 
SELECTIONS DIFFERENT 
PUBLISHERS 


besides pi... — and familiar hymns, 400 in all, 

responsive readings, etc. Price, 35c, postpaid ; 
$30 the hundre 

Send for returnable sample, mailed at our expense, 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch, Phila., Pa. 











Gordon College 


OF THEOLOGY AND 
MISSIONS 


Boston, Massachusetts 
Graduate school and college 
standards, courses and degrees. 
Interdenominational liber ty, 
evangelical unity. 

Natnan R. Woon, President. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES — 


For Family Worship 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


phasizes exactly the same three things: 
the “whole armor of God” (Eph. 6:13), 
together” with prayer and watchfulness 
(Eph. 6:18). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Gideons, one 4 whose cherished objects 
is to place a Bible in every hotel room 
throughout America. Many-thousands of 
rooms have already been supplied, but 
millions of Bibles will be necessary to 
complete the task. Pray. 


Wed.—Deuteronomy 3:1-8 Bashan’s Walls. 


“High walls, and gates, and bars” are 
nothing to God. Th ings impossible to 
man are infinitely easy to ange and easy 
to him who perseveringly exercises the 
faith of God. Human faith cannot ac- 
complish divine tasks. How we need in 
these days of tremendous spiritual con- 
flicts to live “by the faith o 
God!” (Gal. 2:20) 


leges and schools about to begin their 
autumn work. Pray for every teacher 
and siudent, for every trustce and donor, 














CORRESPONDENCE BIBLE COURSES 


Enroll now. Use spare time. Best books. Finest 
Courses. Hundreds studying, Circulars. Write 
Prof. C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene,Ore. 











LOOSE LEAF BIBLE 
$1 with the order and $1 per month 


Bound in Genuine Morocco, Divinity Circuit, 
Round corners, Red under Gold. Patented back 
Price, $12.00. Size 6 x _7—1 in. thick. 250 extra 
pases of note paper with book. Flexible and neat. 
Jest ever. Send for Catalogue. Terms to agents. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, Chicago, Ills. 














s only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 

Jon't miss it! Marion Lawranee says: ‘‘ There 

is no other I like as well.” Sampie copy ree. 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


S, S. LESSON vague reas DP 


a lesson 


for all undergraduate and alumni organi- 
| zations, Pray for a revival of evangelical 
| Christianity in all our educational insti- 
tutions. 


Thurs.—Joshua 6:12-20. Jericho’s Walls. 


“Rahab the harlot shall live” (v. 17). 
And she not only did live, but became 
one of the human ancestors of our Lord, 
God is able to transform the vilest re- 
pentant sinner into the most virtuous 
justified saint, “to the praise of the glory 
of his grace.” How encouraging, yet 
how humbling! 

Prayer Svuocestions: Pray for all 
rescue missions, Florence Crittenton 
homes, and soul-saving stations; also for 
all evangelical efforts among soldiers and 
sailors, in rural and mining regions, in 
shops and factories, in immigrant sta- 
tions and foreign settlements. Pray for 
the ungospeled everywhere. 
Fri.—Isaiah 52 : 1-10. 

The Song of the Watchmen. 

What a glorious day it will be when 
not only Jerusalem but the whole earth 
shall “break forth into joy,” when “right- 
eousness shall cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea.” Sin is the one 
disturbing element in the universe. No 
wonder that Paul wrote as he did in 
Romans 8 :18-23. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIons: Pray for every 
afflicted saint of God; for the blind, the 
halt and maimed, the deaf and dumb, the 
physically ill and the mentally oppressed. 
Pray earnestly, as you would have others 
pray for yourself. If one member suffers 
and others do not suffer, it must be be- 
cause of spiritual paralysis somewhere. 
Pray. 

Sat.—Isaiah 62:1-9. Watchmen of Zion. 

Praying not merely once, but giving 
God “no rest” until the answer comes. 
This is. persevering prayer, exactly the 
kind of prayer that many fail to offer. 
One of the secrets of the success of 
George Mueller’s marvelous prayer life 
was that he never stopped until the an- 
swer came. Few, such intercessors ! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: From a letter: 
“Neither of us seems to have experienced 
that which we earnestly desire, deliver- 
|ance from anxiety, although we are tak- 
| ing. our position by faith.” Pray for 
| these two dear children of God, and for 
| all who are passing through like trials. 
God knows who and where they are. 





the “Son of 


Prayer SuGceEsTions: Pray for all col- 


Sun.—Psalm 48: 1, 2, 9-14. The Glory of Zion. 


_ Mount Zion has never yet -been “the 
joy of the whole earth,” but that glad | 


day is coming. The weeping of Jerusa- 
lem and of the earth may endure through- 
out the night of sin, but as truly will 
| joy come in the morning of the Messi- 
| anic reign, and # will be a joy such as the 
| world: has never known. Come, thou 
glad day! 

BrAVER SucceEstions: Pray for all He- 
brew Christian missions, for all Gospel 
efforts among the Jews, for the work 
.and workers tn Palestine, for blinded Is- 
rael everywhere. Pray for the soon com- 
ing of our Lord. “Even so, come Lord 





Jesus.” Come quickly! 





(Lesson for September 3¥ AUGUST 19, 1922 





Rally Day Requisites | 
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INVITATION POSTCARDS 
Departmental Designs and Wording —Lithographed in Colors 


20 cents a dozen, or $1.25 a 100—assorted as desired,—postpaid 





‘Departmental Cards 
WITH- 
PRINTED INVITATION 
Nos. 821 and 827 
Cradle Roll and Beginners 
No. 836, Rebus 
Beginners, brimary and Juniors 
Nos. 822 and 828 
Primary Department 
No. 823 + No. 824 
Junior Girls Junior Boys 
"No. 829 
General Junior Invitation 
No. 825° ee 
Intermediate and Seniors 
No. 826° 
Invitation suitable for general 
school use 
Nos. 830-A and 830-C 
Invitation cards for schools 


having ‘' Reopening Day,” 
instéad of ‘* Rally;Day"’ 


Tate § 





PLEASE ORDER BY NUMBER 





No. 830-C No. 830-A 








PROMOTION CERTIFICATES 
A SERIES of six appro- 








$ : priately designed cer- 
National Line tificates for he "diterent 
Promotion Certificates departments of the school, 
printed in full. colors on 

60 cents a dozen, postpaid best grade art stock, 


Size, 
10x 13 
inches 


No. 700. Cradle Roll Certificate (New). No. 703. Primary to Junior. 
No. 70i.' Cradle Roll Promotion to Beginners, No. 704. Junior te Intermediate. 
No. 702. Beginners to Primary. No. 705. Intermediate to Senior. 








THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 


Cincinnati, 420 Elm Street St. Louis, 411 N. Tenth Street 
Nashville, 711 Church Street San Francisco, 278 Post Street 
Pittsburgh, Granite Building, Sixth Avenue and Wood Street 


Headquarters : 


New York, 156 Fifth Avenue 
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